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- - SEASONABLE DISCOURSE. . 


HE Chriſtian Religion; as-firſt Inſtiruted By our Blefled Savionr;.- 
©. * was the-greateſt ſecurity to Magiſtrates by the Obedience which it- 
"ap taught, and was fitted:to enjoy no leſs ſecurity under; them by a+ 
Aice .conformable to that Doctrine: * For our Saviour himfeff, not pre- 
refiding to an Earthly Kingdom, tookſuch care'therefore. to-inſtruct his Fol. 
lowers in the due SubjeCtion to Governors; that,' while they. obſerved his» © 
Precepts,they could neither fall under anyJealouly. of State. as'an-am;bitious - 
and dangerousParty,nor,as Malefactors upon any other account, deſerve tot - 
fer -under,the Publick Severity: So that in thisonlyi it could feem- perni- 
cious to. Goverment, that: Chriſtanity,* if: rightly exerciſed npon its: owns 
Principles, would render all Magiſtracy aſtlefs.”” But although he, 2vho 24s + 
Lird of all, and to ivbom all Power 2was gruen betb in Heaven and in Earth,was 
nevertheleſs contented tocome in the form ot-a-Servant,. and to Jet the.Em- 
perors and Princesof the World alone with the uſe.of their Dominiens ; hs - 
thought it good reaſon t6- retain his Religion under his own: cognizance, 
andexempt its Anchority from their Juriſdiction. In this alone he was im-- 
perious,. and did not only practiſe it himſelf. againſt-the Laws and.Cuſtems 
then receiyed, . and in the face of the Magiſtrate ;- but continually ſeaſoned * 
and hardned his Difciples in the fame confidence and obſtinacy. Be tells 
them, They ſhall be brought before Kings and Governours for his Name,but ſeas 
them"not,he will be wih' them; bear them our, . and juſtify it againſt all. Op». . 
poſition. 'Nor that he allowed*them hereby to-violate their.:Duty to the 
Puplick,by.any reſiftance'in defiance of the Magiſtracy ;but h&infruttedand 
Inimated them in their Duty to God, in diſpight of Suffering: *, 

In this manner Chriſtanity did at fiſt ſet our,. and accordingly found re- 
ception. For although our Blefled Saviour, having fulfilled all Rig hreowſne(s, 
and, the time of his Miniſtty being compleated, did by-his Death ſet the Seal 
to his. Doftrine, and ſhew the way toward Life-and Immortality to ſuch Be: 
livers as-imitat® his Example: yet did not :the Heathen Magiſtrate take the- 
Government to be concerned in Point of Religion, or upon that acount con« 
ſent to hisExectition: Portions Pilate, then Governour of. Fudea, thaugh he 


were a Man unjuft-and cruel by Nature,and ſerved 7iberius,the moſt render, 


A2 | jealous, 


x 4, + hs 
jealowwand ſerers.jn-peint of State or Prerogative, of all t 
rors; though he underſtood arr 8 Hoe enulcitudes followed him;unttchire Ye 


wasgrown the Head of a new Sect that-waz never before heard of in the Na- 


tion, yet did nothe ingermeddgle. Buy rhey werethe Men ot Religian, the 
chief Prieſts, Scribes and: Elders, and the gh Prieſt "Caiphat.' * And yet; 
altho they accuſed him falſly, That he taught rhat Tribmre was not tobe given 


. co Cxfar, that. be was a Fifth Monarch, and made himſelf a King,and (as it is. 


uſual for ſome of the Clergy to territe the _inferiour Magiſtrates out of their 
duty to Juſtice,our of pretence of Loyalty t the Price) thfeapned Plate, thar 
if he let that Man go he was not Czſar's Friend ; he underſtan Ing That they did 
it our of Exvy, andthat the Juſtice and: Innocence. of our Saviour was. w] 
chey could not bear with, would have adventured all their Informing ac 
Court, and firſt have freed .him,; and then haveexchanged ity for Barrahas; 
faying, that he found no fault in him : but be was overborn at laſt oy humane. 
weaknels, and poorly imagined that by waſhing his own hands-he had expia- 
ted himſelf, and wiped off the Guilt upon thoſe alone who were the ocealion,” 
But, as for Tiberius himſelf, the: growth ot Chriſtianicy, did never increafe, 
'his cares-of Empire at Rome, nor trouble his ſleep at Caprez : butheboth ap. 
proved of the. Dottrine, and threatned the Informers with. Death * fot 
-would hehaveſtaid there;but attempted;according rnb £:/voyfs rk 
ftition, upsn-the intelligence from Pate, to have received: Ch tO 
number of their. Deities. The Rexſecution of the Apoſtles after his Death,ani 


Martyrdom-of Srephen,hapned not by the interpoling of the CivilMa 
in the Matter of Religion,or any Difturbance occaſioned by their Doctri; 
but aroſe fram *the High Prieſt and bis Emiliarieg, by ſuborned Witneſſes, 
-Nirringup theRabblein a brutiſh 6 riotous manner .to.cxecute their craelty,: 
How wouldthe modern Clergy have taken -&. repreſented. ity bad they lived 
in the time ofSt. Fob: 'Bapriſt, andſeen Feruſalem, Fuden, and all ;be Region 
round about Jordan go out tobe baptized by him ! Yet that Herog, for ary thing 
we read in Scripture, though .he wanted not hus Inſtillers, apprehended na 
-Commotion:2and had not Cajjgula baniſhed him -and: his Herodias together, 
-might in all appearancehave lived without any change of, Gaverment, Twas 
ſhe that canſed- F6hn's impriſonment for the-conveniency. of her Inceſt. : Herad 
indeed feared, bir, but rather reverenced, him, as @ juſt Man angan boly, oh 
ſerved him;and when be heard him he did many things and. heard himgladly, Nor 
-Could all ber ſubtilry have taken off his Head,bur.that Hered thought bimſelf 
nnder the obligation of a.:Dance and an Qath,and knew not. in that Caſe they 
.oughe both to be diſpenſed with. Bar, he 4s exceeding ſorry at bis aeath, Which 
few Princes are if Men livedto their jealoufie or danger.g, The: killing of 
Fames,and impriſonment of Peer by that Herod,was bicewle te ſaw be pleaſed 
the people; when the Prieſts had once ſet them.on madding.: a Complaiſance 
£0 Which the moſt Innocent may be expoſed, but which ,partake more of 
Guile then Civility or Wiſdom. i 


But to find out what the diſintereſſed and prudent Menof thoſe days took 
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he Roman Empe: | 


i# into the 
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to be the wiſeſt and only juſtifiable way fn the Maguſtrate.to proceed in upon 
Matters of Religion-; I cannot ſee any thing more pregnant than the concur- 
rent Judgment of three Perſons, of ſo different Characters, and that lived ſo 
far aſunder,that therecan be nodanger of their having corrupted one anothers 
Underſtanding in favour to Chriltiavity. Gamalzel, the PAY of Acaia, 
and the Town-Clerk of Epheſw \, the firſt a Jewiſh Dottor, by Sect a Pha- 
riſee, one of the Council, and of great Authority with the People, who 
( when the chief Prieſt had caſt the Apoſtles ia Priſon, aad charged them for 
preaching againſt the Command he had before laid upon them) yet gave this 
advice, confirming it with ſeveral freſh Precedents, Aits 5. That they ſhould 
takg beed to themſelves what they intended to do with thoſe Men, and let them alone ; 
for if this Counſel, ſaith he,or this Work be of Men, it will come to nought, but if 
& be of God you cannot overthrow it, leſt ye be found fighting with God... So that 
his Opinion grounded upon his belt experience, was that the otherwife un- 
blameable Sect of Chriſtianity might ſafely;and ought to be left to ſtand or fall 
by God's Providence under a free Toleration of the Magiſtrate. The Second 
was Gallio, Atts 18. a Roman,. and Deputy of Achaia. The Jews at Corinth 
hurried Paul before his Tribunal, laying the uſual Charge againſt him, That 
be perſuaded Men to worſhip God contrary tothe Law, which Gato looked upon 
as fo {light and without his Cognizance, that, altho moſt Judges are wiliing 
to. encreaſe the Juriſdiction of their Courts, He drave them away, ſaving, . 
Paul the labour of a defence, and told them, 1f «t were a Matter of wrong or 
wicked lewdneſs, reaſon would that he ſhould bear with them ;, but if it be a —_— | 
of Words and Names, andof your Law, look, ye to it, I will be Judg of no ſuch 
Matters : and when he had fo faid, Par was releaſed ; . but the Greeks that 
were preſent took Barnabas, and before the Judgment Seat beat Soſthene: the - 
chief Ruler of the Synagogue, and Ringleader of the Accuſers. His Judgment . 
therefore was that, to puniſh Chriſtians meerly for their Doctrine & Praftice, 
unleſs they were MalefaCtors otherwiſe, was a thing out of the Magiſtrates - 
Province,and altogether unreaſonable.The third Caſe was no leſs remarkable: : 
For one Demetrius,that was a Silverſmith by Trade,& made Shrines for Diana, . 
ſtirred up all the Freemen of his Company againſt Paul, and indeed he ſtated : 
the Matter very fairly and honeſtly,afligning the true Reaſon of molt of theſe 
Perſecutions : Te know that by this Craft we have our Wealth, but that by Paul's - 
Preaching that they be no Gods which are made with hands,” not only our Craft us tn : 
danger to be ſet at nought, but alſo the Temple of the great G odacft and her Magni- - 


ficence, whom all Aſia and the World worſhip, ſhould be deſpiſed and deſtroyed. . 


And it is conſiderable, that even the Jews, tho of a contrary Religion, yet 
fomented, as it uſually chances, this difference, and egg'd the Epheſians -on 
againſt the Apoſtle and his followers. But when they had brought Alexander, 
one of Paul's Companions, into the Theatre, the Recorder of Epheſus. ( more 
temperate and wiſe than ſome would have been in that Office)would not make - 
an Inquiſition upon the matter, nor put Alexander upon his trial and. defence, , 


but ( altho he himſelf could not have born that Office without being a great - 
bs Dian if, # 


HIS S 3 
Dianift,as he declared too in his diſcourſe) he tells the Peop!e, They had brought 
thoſe "Men which whe neither robbers of Churches.nor 'blaſphemirs of their Goaaeſs, 
(for- that Judg would not condemn Men -by any Inferences or Expoſitions'of 
old Statutes,'whith long after was Falrar's practice,and ſince imitated) and 
therefore if Demetrius and hts Craftſmen had auy matter againſt them, the Law 
was open, - and it ſhould be determined in. a lawful Aſſembly ;, but that the whole 
City w4 in danger to be called in queſtion for that Uproar, there being no cauſe 
whereby they -might give account of "that concourſe. And by this he plainly-enough 
ſignified, that if Paul and his Companions had ſtoln the Church Plate, they 
mizht well be Indited;but that Demetrize had no more reaſon in Law againſt 
them, than a. Chandler might have had, it by PauPs preaching Wax Tapers 
as well as Silver Candleſticks had grown out of: faſhion. That'it is matter 
of Right and Wrong, betwixt Man and Man; that the Juſtice of Government 
looks too : but that, while Chriſtianity was according to. its own Principle 
carried on quietly, it might ſo fall that-the diſturbers of it were guilty of 'a 
Riot,and their great City of -Epheſu deſerved to be fined for it. And taking 
' this to have been'ſo, he diſmilt the Aſſembly, Aﬀs 19. | 
Afﬀeer theſe Teſtimonies which T have collefted outof the Hiſtory of the 
As, as of greateſt Authority, 1 ſhall only add: one or two more out of the 
ſame Book,wherein Pawllikewilſe was concerned before Heathen Magiſtrates 
of greater eminence, Afs 23. Ananias the High Prieſt ( theſe: always were 
the Men)' having countenanced and inſtigated the Fews to a Conſpiracy; :in 
which Pazl's life was endangered and aimed at ; Lyſas the chief Captain'of 
Fernſalem interpoles and fends him away to- Felix then Governor of Fudea ; 
ſiznifying by Letter, That he had been accuſed only of Dueſtions of their Law,but 
he found nothing to be laid to his Charge worthy of Death or of Bpnds ; 
whereof Felix alſo, tho-the High Prieſt was ſo zealous in' the proſeciition, 
that he took a Journey on purpoſe,' and had inſtructed an exquiitte Orator 
Tertullus to harangue Paul out of his Life, as a peſtilent Fellow, 4 mover of Se- 
dition.,and a Ring-leader of the Sect of the Nazarenes,not omitting even tocharge 
 Lyſias for reſcuing him by great violence from being murdered by thein, was ſo 
well ſatisfied of the contrary,upon full hearing, that he. gave him his liberty, 
and a Centurion for his guard, with command that none of his Acquaint2nce (hould 
be debarred from coming and miniſtring to him, But being indeed to leave his 
Government afterwards, left him Priſon, partly to ſhew the Fews and 
their High Pri:ſt another piece of complaiſant policy, which, *tis. poſſible 
they paid well for, ſeeing the other Reaſon was, becauſe tho he had ſent 
for Paul the oftner,' and communed with him, in hopes that he would have given 
him Meny to be diſcharged, there came nothing of it. Which was ſo baſe a 
thing in 1 great a Miniſter, that the meaneſt Juſtice of the Peace in England 
would ſcarce have the face to do fo upon the like occaiion. But his Succeſſor 
Feſtus, having called Azrippa and Bernice to hear the Cauſe, they all three 
were of opinion, that it was all on the 7ews ſide calumny and impcrtinence, 
but that Paul had done nothing worthy of Death or of Bonds, and might have been 
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. Means and-method ſooner or later -ſpoil-them,but-if they have a mind to pull 
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Ca: 
ſet free,but that having appealed to Czſar,he muſt be tranſmitted to him ir ſafe 

Cuſtody. - Such. was the ſence of thoſe upon'whom: the-Emperors then relied: 
for the Government and ſecurity of their Provinces? and fo groſs were their 
Heathen underſtandings, that they could noryet comprehendhow Quietneſs 
was Sedition, or the innocence of the Chriſtian Worſhip could! be ſubje&t to 
Forfeiture or Penalty. Nay, when Paul appeared even befo9R TWero himſelf, 
and had none to ftand by himbut all forſook him: he was by that Emperor acquit- 
ted, and permitted a long time ta follow the work of his-Miniſtry. Tis true, 
that afterwards this Nevo had the honour to be the firſt of the Romar Emperors 
that perſecuted Chriſtianity ;' whence it is that Terrmilian in his Apologetick, 
{aith ; We glory in having ſuch a one the firſt beginner and Author of our Piniſh- 
ment, for there is none that hath readof him, but muſt underſtand ſome great good 
to bave been in that DoArine, otherwiſe Nero would not have condemned it. 

- And: thenceforward Chriſtianity for about three hundred Years lay ſubject 
to Perſecution.” For the Gertz/e Prieſts could not but obſerve a great decay in 
their Pariſhes, a neglect of their Sacrifices, and diminution of their Profits by 
the daily and viſibleincreaſe of that Religion. And God in his wiſe Providence 
had ſo ordered, that;as the Fews already;ſo the Heathers now having filled up 
their meaſure with iniquity, Sprinkling the Blood of his Saints among their Sa- 
orifices, and the Chriſtians having in a ſevere Apprentiſhip of ſo many Ages' 
learned the Trade of Suffering, they ſhould at laſt be their own Maſters and 
admitted:to their Freedom. Neither yet, even in thoſe times when they lay 


. expoſed to Perſecution, were they without ſome Interyal: and catching ſea- 


ſons of Tranquillity, wherein the Churches had leiſure to reap conſiderable 
advantage, and the Clergy too might have been inured, as they had: bzen 
Exemplary ander Affliction, ſo to bear themſelves like Chriſtians when they 
ſhould arrive at a full proſperity. For as oft as there came a juſt Heathen Em- 
peror- and a'lover of mankind, that either himſelf obſerved, or underſtood 
by the Governours of his Provinces,the innocence of thzir Religion and Pra- - 
Ctices, their readineſs to pay Tribute,their Prayers for his Government and 
Perſon. their faithful Service in his Wars, but their Chriſtian valour and 
contumacy to Death,under the moſt exquiſite Torments, tor their holy Pro- + 
feſlion ; he-forthwith relented, he rebated the Sword of the Executioner, 
and could not find-in-his heart or in his power to exerciſe it againſt the exer- 
ciſe of that Religion. . It being demoaſtrable that a Religion inſtituted upon - 
Juſtice betwixt Man and Man ; love to one another, yea even their Enemies, 
Obedignce to the Magiſtrate in all Humane and Moral Matters,and in Divine 
Worlkip upon a conſtantexerciſe thereof, and as conſtant Suffering in* that 
Cauſe, without any pretence or latitude for reſiſtance, cannot, ſo long as it is - 
true to it ſelf-in theſe things, fall within the Magiſtrate's Juriſdiction. 

But as it firſt was planted without the Magiſtrates hand,and the more they 
plucked at it,ſo much. the more till it flouriſhed, ſo it will be to the end of the - 
world;and whenſoever Governors have a mind to try for it,it will by the ſame 


up - 
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up that Mandrake, it were adviſable far them not. to do it themſclves,but to 
chuſe out a Dog for the-lmployment. { confeſs whenſoeyer a Chriſtian tranſ- 
greſles theſe bound: onee,.he-isimpoyadableyor like a Waif and Stray whom 
Chriſt knows got, be falls$o theLord af- the Mannor. But otherwiſe he can- 
not ſuffer, he is Iayulnerable by the ſword of Juſtice : only a Man may ſwear 
and dama-hin;Ifto kill the firſt honeſt Man he meets, which hath been and is 
the caſe of all true Chriſtians worſhipping God under the power and violence 
of their Perſecutors. 

But the Truth is, that even in thoſe times which ſame Men now;,as oft as it 
is for their advantage,do conſecrate under the name of Primitive,the Chriſti- 
ans were become guilty of their own puniſhment, 6 had it not been,as-is moſt 
uſual;that the more Sincere Profeſſors ſuffered promiſcuouſly for the Sins and 
Crimes of thoſe that were Carnal and Hypocrites, their Perſecutors.may be 
looked upon as having been the die Adminiſtrators of Gad's Jultice. For (not 
to godeeper) if we conſider but that which is reckoned the Tenth Perſecution 
under Docleſian, {0 incorrigible were they after nine preceding, what other 
could be expected when, as Euſebiz l, 3,c. 1. ſadly laments, having related 
how before that the Chriſtians- lived in great truſt and reputation in Court, the 
Biſhops of each Church were beloved efteemed and reverenced by all mankind, and 
by the Preſidents of the Provinees, the Meetings in all the Cities: were - ſq-many 
and numerows, that it was mceſſary and allowed them to ere in every one. ſpa- 
Ccious and godiy Churches ;, all things went on proſperouſly with them; and to 
ſuch an height, that no emviow Alan could diſturb them, no Devil. could hurt . 
them, as long as walking yet worthy of thoſe Mergies they were under the Al- 
mighty's care and Protettion : after that our Aﬀairs by that toa much wr 
degenerated into Luxury and Laxzineſs, and ſome. proſecuted others with Ha- 
tred and Contumely, and almoſt all of us wounded our ſelues with the-IW 
of the Tongue in ill Language, when Biſhops ſet upon Biſhaps, and the People that 
belonged ta one of them, ſtirred Sedition againſt the People of angther z then hor= 
rible Hypecrifie and Diſſimulation ſprung up to the utmoſt extremity of Malice, 
and the Fudgment of God, while yet there was liberty to meet in Congregations, 
did ſenſibly and by ſteps begin to viſit #s, the Perſceutian at firſt diſcharging it 
ſelf upon our Brethren that were in the Army. But we having no feeling:of the 
Hand of God, not endeavouring to make our Peace with him, and living as if we' 
believed that God did neither take notice of our Tranſgreſſions, -nor mould wiſit us- 
for them, we heaped up Iniquity upen Iniquity. And thoſe which ſeemed to be 
our Paſtors, kicking under-foot the Rules of Piety, were. inflamed among thene- 
ſelves with anutual Contention, and while they miuded nothing elſe but. to exe- 
aggerate their Quarrels, Threats, Emulation, Hatred aud Enmities, and car- 
neſtly each of them purſued his particular Ambition im a T Wannica maner, 
then indeed the Lord, then I ſay, according to. the Voice of the Prophet Jeremy, 
be covered the Dangheer of Sion with a cloud in his anger, and caſt down from 
Heaven to Earth the beauty of Iſrael, and remembred nat his footftool in the 
day of his Anger. And ſo the pious Hiſtorian pathetically goes on, and de- 
plores 
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Galerwand Coftwitins, the excetlenvFather of mote glorious and Chriftian! 
Sony Conſt antiartlie Great; who in due Raton! ſaceceeded/hitig ant by octiair” 
of Gods extvaorginry providente, ' ſcemeditolhavebertil et diwn fron Heac 
venfto britheEmperorof the WHoleWatld, ad4s inify- ſays he Wii erſer 
Apollleiof :Chrittianitys!7 © 21 2007 15 29891 0 Vi 207 DIRK OV Y (1619 
Itis.unexpreſſible the Vertue'of'that Prince, his Care, this Tndugenice;” his! 
Liberality, his own'Example, every thingthit:eould-poſlibly tend £0'the' pre." 
motion andincouragement of true'Religion and Piery.-:-And in order t6 that” 
he thopght heicould-novdo better, neirterihdecd couldhey thents thewlamye: 
culia? refpect:20 the Elergy and Bilbdpt, providitiy Mrgely!iforthejr ial 
ſiſtencezi hadithey rogewtheir parebehaved thenſetveswortlyy of they light 
Calling, 'and known to makeTight uſe of che'aUvantuges of dis Boilaty tothe" 
ſame endsthatthey were by hinvintended.For if the ApoſYe,'ir Thm.5.17.ve- 
quires that an Elder;provided hz:rule well;be accounted wortbjf! Double Hononr, 
ecialtycrhoſe ba dabour its the Yard ant Dativine,! it exches net a Decu-! 
vor any fuorherproportion,antindeedbherecatinor too bifhbayalis be ſeg 
upon:ſucha/ Per fon ::4nd God-forbid)roothitfanywncuſiifofiweilth ſhould: 
renders Alergydmaniuncananical. ( Butialaz5Bifhofsyvoryg aldenty Sin aro. 
ther Name:and Thingz:ithan atche'Apditles Inſtitution; 'and-had” fo altered 
the property, that 2a! would -have had muct difficulty byall the marks in 
ther T34i3, to hiveknown thems:! They weteHlenoich onderÞerſecation 


. 


maby-of'rhews burthar longand! ſharp Witter under: Dattſinn,! being/ ſe" 
corided byAc wavfrita Suntmerdhnder Corffanrine; produced 's Peftilente;whie 
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began to vouch themſelyes the Succeſſors of Chriſt, 'or at leaſt of his Apoſtles, 
Knees. "robe Heir and Executors of 'the Fewiſh High Priefts, : and'the 


Rel 
eames Hh was Cruelty and Tyranny.inthe Heathens,if done by a Chri- ; 


careof a Dioceſs, But that Imay not ſeem to peek — I out-run 
e degrees I newly mention'd, 


ſtians had laid out poo proviſions for the Church ; but when 9 hem ri 
only reſtored thoſe whi 


y 

Book-worm int private Library. But ſo: much I find;that bath'before.and. 
- then,and after,they caſt ſach Crimes at one another, that a Man would ſcarce 
think he were reading an Hiſtory of Biſhops;but a Legend of Devils:and each: 
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I | (Cn) = 
gainſt them; Copmoſcite jam per legem hanc que 4 me ſancita eft,O Novatiani,&c. 
rohibiting al their Meetings, not only in publick, but in their own private 
Houſes ;. and that all ſuch P'aces whert they affembled for their” Worſhip, 


Hodl#be raſed to the ground withour-detay or controverſy, &c, Ef. 1.'z, 
£:6. de wira Conſtantim._ Now the Story the Biſhops tell of 'Novatw the Ay- 


thor of that Set ,Euſeb.6.1.6.c:42. is in the words of Cornelius the Bp of "Rome, 
the very frlt line ; But that you may know that this brave Novatus did even before 
that affett to be 4 Biſhop, (a great Crim? in him) that be might conceal that pe- 
tulant Ambition,he for a better cover to his Arrogance, hafyor fome Confeſſors into 
his Society,-&c. and goes on calling him all to nought';, but then (faith he) he 
came with two Reprobates of his own Hereſy into a little the very traſt, Shire of Italy; 
and by their means ſeduced three moſt fem high-ſhoon Biſhops, mheedling them 
that they muſt with all ſpeed go to Rome, and there meeting with other Biſhops, all 
Matters ſhould be reconciled. And when he had got thither theſe three ſilly Fel- 
lows,,as I ſaid, that were not aware of his clnning,” be had prepared a company of 
Roof, like himſelf, that treated them in 4 privite:Room very freely, and having 
thwack'd their bellies and heads full with meat and drink, crompell'dthe poor drun- 
ken Biſhops,by an imaginary and vain Impoſition of Hands, to makg Novatus alſo a 
Biſhop. - Might.not one of the ſame Order now better have conceal'd theſe 
things, had they been true ? but ſuch was the diſcretion. - Then he tells, that 
one oFrhe three returned. ſoon after, repenting it ſeems next morning, «1d ſo-he 
receiv d him again into the Church,unto the Laick Communion. But for the other 
two, he bad ſent Succeſlors into their places. And yet after all this ado, and 
the wetting of Conftantine, contrary to his own Nature, and his own Decla- 
ratidHis againſt the Novatiars, 1 cannat find their Hereſy to have been other, 


_ than that they werethe Puritansof thoſe times, and-a ſort of Non-conformiſts, 


that could have ſubſcribed to the Six and thirty Articles, but differed only.in 
thoſe of Diicipline : and upon ſome Enormities therein ſeparated,and (which 
wilt always be ſufficient toqualifyan Heretick) they inſtituted Biſhops of their 
own in moſt places.” And yer afterwards, in the time of the beſt Homoouſiar 
Emperors, a ſober and ſtrictly Religious People did ſo conſtantly adhere to 
them, that the Biſhops of the Church too found meet to give them fair quar- 
ter ; for as much as they differ d not in the Fundamentals, and therefore were of uſe 
tothem againſt Hereticks that were more dangerous and diametrically oppoſite to the 
Religion. Nay inſomuch, that even the Biſhop of Conftantinople, yea of Rome, 
notwithſtanding that moſt tender Point and Intereſt of Epiſcopacy, ſuffered” 
the Novatian Biſhops to walk cheek, by jou! with them in their own Dioceſs ; 
until that, as Soer. I. 7. c. 11- theRoman Epiſcopacy having, as it were, paſſed 
the boands of Priefthood, ſlip'd into @ Secular Principality, and thenceforward the. 
Roman Biſhops would net ſuffer their Meetings with Security ;, but, though they 
commended them for their conſent in the ſame Fauh with them, yet took, away all 
their Eſtates. But at Conſtantinople they continued to fare better, the Biſhops 
of that Church embracing the Novatians,and giving them free liberty to keep their 
Conventicles in their Churches. What, and to haye' their Biſhops too, Altar 
WIC : | B 2 againſt 
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by amq themſelves. 1 Rf UP es over that, inning j move betwixt Caps eh the 
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view .of the uſineſs, 2s in his Ee to Wo the Bilkop,of Swac/e, Euſch, 
1.10. c:6.. Whereas . /7 Tr ave. formerly ſeparated from the Catholick Hereſy, 
{for that word cp Ft jo ul, and he that it might. OS bE be vied 
inits proper and g0g then relate Bo Capymillion to.the Biſhop 
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1d _mpen. the, former Sexteuce: pronews at: :leaft. be. detera 
Ps op i gr be ag: th "his i ore 7 ba WV ok) be Finke 
F ji (h Jo with, one of the. ins Stage We; 41d. [o. many, Ser. 


by Xe on. jo als then of Sage Conrhey Poſt-Horſes, and. Copaciſs, to the 
| My diſappointment and. grievance of the many, , both Men FE Horles, and 


kne d,and worn.Qut.upon.the Errapdaf ſomeconten- 
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bllinate Bilhep, So went, the Afaurs hithertc ne us well diſpe- 
and, prepared. were the, Biſhops tq roccive.the Hojy a, ſecong. time, 
Pa great and fit general Councilof Nice, which is To od celebrated 

The occaſions of calling it were two. The firſt-a moſt ion eRan, 

in whichthe Wit and Piety of their Predecellors, apd.now theirs, ſucceſſively 
had been much. exerciſed ang taken, up.: that. was upog what: in FT: _ 
(Ep. Eaſter ; ;. Which tho.it were no Point of Faith that-it. be kent.at 

; KN yet. the very ; Cdlendary of it: Was: .cQntroverte d with Iz AE: Zeal, and, 

made: aslieayy.ado in the Church, asf both Parties by bee reticks:: fy 
To Q reckon'd.by.the.Chyrch Hiltorians,as one of the chief felicitics of Canftay 
hls $ Empi Ares to have quieted:in that Rape this COURAr ee, Lhe Tho 
econd 
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ſecond cauſe of the aſſembling them here, was indeed\grown;” the Biſhops 
had order'd'it, a-Matter of the greateſt weight and conftquetcets the Chri- 
ſtian Religion ; one Arrive having, as is related; to' the difturBzhce of the 
Church;ſtarreda moſt pernicious Opinion inthe Pointof the THiey, Thete: 


_ forefromallpartsof the Einpire, they met/together_at <che- Y of Nict; 
18 


250 Biſhops;'and b2tter, ſaith- E/ebius, a goodly company; 318 Hy others ; 
andithe Animadverter too, with that pithy Remark; Pag.'23.. Equal abnef 
fo the number of Seruants bred up in the Houſe of Abraltjam. The Emperor 
hadbaccommodated/them every where with the publics, Poſts, or faid Horſes 
all along for the convenience” of their Joorney” thither; and. alt the time 
they.were there, ſupplied chem abnndanely with alf forts'of Proviſion at his 
own-charges. And when they wereall firſt allembied in Conncil; in the great 
Hall of the-lmperial Palace, he came in, having put on his beft Clothes, to - - 
make his-Gveſts welcome ;'and' ſaluted them with that profound Humility, 
as if they all had been Emperors, nor would fit'down in his Throne ; no, it - 
wasiavery litrte & low -Stool;till they had alt beckoned & made ſjgns ro him 
ts fit down... No wonder if the firft Conncil of Nicerun in their Heads ever 
after; andthe ambitious Clergy, like thoſe who-hxrve ben Tong a-thirſt, 
took ſo.much of Conftantmme's Kindneſs, that they are ſcarce come to them- 


| ſelves again, after ſo-many Ages. The firſt thing was that: he acquainted : 


them with the Cauſes of his ſummoning them thither,and'in a'graye and mot - 
Chirsſbian Diſcourſe, exhorted them to keep the Peace; or to a good Agreement, 
av there was reaſon. For (ſaith Ruffin. 1, 1.:c.2.) the' Biſhops being met here- from 
almoſt all parts,and 44 they uſe to do, bringing their Duarrets about ſeveral matters - 
along with them, everyone of them was at the Emperor, offering hinr Petitions, lay- 
ug out one anothers Faults, (for all the good advicehehad giventhem ) and were 
mere intent upon thefe thines,than upon the buſineſs th:y were ſent for: | Bm he e01- 
ſigering that by theſe Scaldings and Bickerings,fthe mam Aﬀatr was fruftrated, ap- 
parted" a ſet-day by which all the Brfhops ſhould bring him 'imn whatſoever complantt 
they had againſt one another. And they being all 'bronght, he made them thar 
high 4/iatic>, Complement ; God bath-made you Priefts,and hath given you power 
to judg-me,and therefore it 5 in you to judg me righteonſly,, but you campr bejudged ' 
by azy. Aden. It 15 God only can judy you; and therefore reſerve all yojrr quarrels tb 
tus.T7ibunali For you are 45 Gods to ms,and it "is not convenient that'a Man fhoultt : 
Jwdg. of Gods, but he only of ' mhom'it 1s-written; God ſtanding in the-Congrega- 
tionof'the Gods, anddiſcernethin.the nnidit of ' them: © Ard therefore: ſetting 
theſes things afide, apply your Minds, without any contention; to" the- concern- 
ments-of' God's Religion. And fo, wihout opening or reading” one' Petition, com- + 
mnanded thim altogether ts be burnt there in his preſence. - An, Aftion of preat* 
Charity and excellent Wiſdom; had hur'fomeof the word$been ſpared. For ' 
doubtleſs, tho they that' would- have complained of their barthen, grum- 
bled's littlez! yet thoſe that were accuſable were all very: well fatisfred : and' 
thoſe expreſſions, Ton car judg me reeenngy; ard; you carnut be judgtd by any | 
Man; and; God ouly eau jndg you: Yon are Gods to me; &c. ooo 
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- ſweet to moſt of the Biſhops: Palates, that they believ'd it, and could never 
think of them afterwards, but their Teeth watered.; and they ruminated ſo 
long on them, that Conft antzne's Succellors came too late to repent it.. - But 
now the Biſhops having miſt of their great end of quarelling one with another, 
betake fore, tho ſomewhat aukwardly, to Buſineſs. And it is neceſ- 
ſary to mine, that as ſhortly as poſſible for the underſtanding of it, I give a- 
curſory account of Alexander and Arrixs, with ſome few others that were'the 
molt intereſſed inthat general & firſt great Revolution of Eccleſiaſtical Af airs, 
ſince the daysof the Apoſtles. This Alexander was the Biſhop of Alexandria, 
and appears to have been a pious old Man, but not equally prudent,nor in Di- 
vine things of the moſt capable, nor in conducting the $ of the Church 
very dextrous, but he was the Biſhop. This.CharaQter that I have given of 
him, I am the more confirm'd in from ſome paſlages that follow, and all of 
them pertinent to the matter bzfore me. They were uſed, Sozez. |. 2. c: 16. 
at Alexandria, to keep yearly a ſolemn Feſtival to the memory of Peter, one 
of their former Biſhops,upon the ſame day that he ſuffered Martyrdom, which 
Alexander having, celebrated at*'the Church, with publick Devotion, was 
ſitting after at home, expecting ſome Gueſts to dine with him, Sozomr. 1. 2. 
C. 16. As he was alone, and looking towards the Sea-ſide, he ſaw a pretty 
way off, the Boys upon th2 Beach at anodd Recreation, imitating it ſeems: 
theRites of the Church, and Office of the Biſhops z and was much delighted 
with the ſight,as long as it appear'd an innocent and harmleſs repreſentation : 
But when he obſerved them avlaſt how they acted, the very admmiſtriation of. 
the Sacred Myſteries, he was.much troubled ; and ſending for ſome of the. 
chief of his Clergy,cauſed the Boys to be taken and brought before him. He. 
asked them particyilarly what kind of Sport they had been at, and what the. 
Words, and what the Actions were that they had uſed in it. After their fear. 
had hindred them a while fromanſ{wering, and now they were afraid of being; 
ſilent, they confeſs'd that a Lad of their Play-fellows, one Athanaſius, had- 
Baptized ſome of them that were not yet initiated to thoſe Sacred Myſteries: . 
Whereupon Alexander inquired the more accurately what the Biſhopof the. 
Game had ſaid,and what he did to the Boys he had baptized ; what they alſo. 
had anſwered or learned from him. . Atlaſt, when Alexander perceived by: 
them, that this Pawa Biſhop had made all his Removes right, and that the. 

. whole Eccleſiaſtical Order & Rites had beenduly obſerved in their lnterlude, 
he by the advice of his Prieſts about him, approved of that Mock-baptiſfm, and 

determined that the Boys, being once inthe ſimpliciey of their minds pped in the. 
Divine Grace, - ought not to be Re-baptized, but he perfefted it withthe remain-. 
ing Myſteries, which it is only lawful for Prieſts to adminiſter. And then he. 
delivered Arharaſis and thereſt of the Boys that had attcd the parts of Preſ- 
byters and Deacons, to their Parents ; calling God to witneſs, that they ſhould. 
be Educated in the Miniſtry of the Church, that they might paſstheir lives in 
that Calling which they had choſen by imitation. But'as for Atbanaſie. in a. 
ſhortwhite after, 4/exander-took him to live with him, and be his Secretary, 

| SO ue having 
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having cauſed him to b2 carefully;Educated; inthe Schools of the beſt Gram- 
muarians and Rhetoricians ;, and.he grew,'in the opinion of all that ſpokg with 
him, a diſcreet and eloquent 4, and.will give occaſion to be more than - 
once mentioned again in this'Diſcourſe-.I have tranſlated this, in a manner, 
-word for word from the Author. .This good-natured old Biſhop Alexander, 
that. was ſo far fram Anathemiling, that he did not ſo much as whip the Boys 
for the Profanation of the Sacrament againſt the Diſcipline of the Church,but 
without more doing, left them, for ought I ſee, at. iiberty, to regenerate as 
many more Lads upon the next Holy-day, as they thought convenient : He 
Socr. 1. 1. Cc. 3. .being a Man that lived an eaſie and gentle life, bad one day called 
bis Prieſts, and the reſt of his Clergy together, and fl on Philsſophizing divinely 
among them, but ſomething more ſubtily and curiouſly though 1 dare ſay he meanr 
no harm) than was uſual, concerning the Holy Trinity, - Among the reſt, ore 
Arrixe, a Prieſt too of Alexandria, was there preſent, a Man who is deſcribed 
to have been a good Diſputant ; and others add, (the Capital Accuſations of 
thoſe times ) that he had a mind to have been a Biſhop,and bore a great pique 
at Alexander, for having been preferr*d before him to the See of Alexandria ; 
but more are.lilent of any ſuch matter ; and Sozom. 1, 1. c. 14, faith,be was in 
great eſteem with his Biſhop. But Arrins, Socr. l.1. c. 3. hearing hu diſcourſe a- 
bout the Holy Trinity, and the Unity in the Trinity, conceiv'd that, as the biſhop 
ſeated ithe had —_ to ſuſpett he was introducing afreſh into the Church,the He- 
reſte of Sabellius the African,who. Fatebatur unum.efſe Deumy& ita in unam efſenti-- 
am Trinitatem adducebat ut aſſereret nullameſſe vere ſubjeit am proprietatem perſons, | 
ſed nomina mutars pro eo arque uſus poſcant,ut nuncde illo ut patre,nmnc ut filiogune- 
at ſpiritu ſantto diſſeratur : And thereupon,it ſcems, Arrius argued warmly for . 
that opinion which was directly contrary to the African, driving the Biſhop. 
from one to a ſecond, from a ſecond to a third ſeeming abſurdity, which [ 
ſtudiouſly avoid the relation of; that in all theſe things I may not give occaſion - 
for Mens underſtandings to work by their memories,and propagate the ſame 
errors by the ſame means they were firſt occafiond. Burt hereby Arri« was - 
himſelf blamed as the mainta:ner of thoſe abſurdities, which heafhixed to the _ 
Biſhops opinion, as is uſual in the heat and wrangle of Diſputation. Whereas 
Truth, for the moſt part, lies in the middle, but Men ordinarly ſeekfor it in / 
the extremities.” Nor can I wonder that thoſe ages were ſo fertile in what 
they called Hereſies, whenbeing given to m:dd:ing with the myſteries of Re-- 
ligion, further than humane apprehenſion, or divine revelation did or could . 
lead them, ſome of the Biſhops were ſo ignorant and groſs, but others ſo ſpe- 
culative, acute, and refining in their conceptions, that there being moreovyer - 
a good fat Biſhoprick to boot in the caſ2, it is rather admirable to me how all 
» the Clergy from one end to another,could eſcape from being,or being accoun- 
ted Hereticks. Alexander hereupon, Soz..1.. 1. Cc. 14. initead of ſtilling by 
more prudent Methods this new Controverſie, took doubtleſs with a very 
good intention, a courſe that hath ſeldom been ſucceſsful : makes himſelf 


zaUg of that wherein he-had firſt been the Party, and calling to him Reon'or . 
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others of his Ctergy would needs fit in publick,/to haven ſolemn ſer Difpins.! 
rion.about the whote Matter. | Andl\white/Hbvimw-was at it Tooth and NalTs-" 
gainft his Oppofers, and the Arguments flew f6 thick, thar- they Garkned:the' 
Air, and ho Man cpnld i Jidg which" frde ſhould harethe: Viltory ; the” 
good Biſhop for his part - hay now. by,” netther cou!dtelt in His Confcienee* 
of a long time, which had the better or it; but ſorhetimes:he'lean'd on 662 
ſide, and then on the other, and now-encouraged.and commendedt 
one Patty, and preſently the contrary ; bat at laft; 'by his own weight;heeaſF 
the Scales againſt Arrim. And from thenceforward, he exconmunicate@ 
Arrits for ob!tinacy;who writing in behalf of himſeif and his Followers tothe 
Biſhop, each one ſtating his own, and. his Adverfaries caſe, with-the-ofuat+ 
candor of ſuch Men inſuch Matters ; the Biſhops fooall'over began to-divitde © 
upon it, an after them their People... Inſomuch, that Confintme, out of #* 
true paternal ſznſe and care, found necellary tofend a very" ptudent andenj>- 
nent Perſon to Alexandria, to try if he could accommodate the Matter,givinp” 
him a Letter to Alexander and Arri-s - How diſcreet, how Chrilſtiar-like, 1 
never read any thing of that nature equa! tot, 1t is too long for me here to- 
inſert; but I gladly recommend:my Reader toit, ' mithe 2/ Bſpde vita Cons. 
C. 67, wltte he begins, 7 underſtand the Foundation of the Comrvoverſy- to havt;. 
been this, That thos Alexander didft im;uire. of the Priefts*concerning a-Paſſug e'itt- 
the Scripture nay, didf ask them concerning a frivolous quillet of *a queſtion,” what. 
was each of their Opinions : And tbon Arrius did#t inconſiderately babble what thay 
neither.at the beginning couldFt conceive ;, and if thou hadft concerved ſo, onghreſt 
mot to have vented, &c. © | rh we KIT 
But che Clergy having .got this once in- the-Wind, there was no beating: 
them off the Scent. Which induced Corſftantine-to-think-the' convening-of 
this Council the cnly Remedy to theſe Diſorders. And a. woful ado he had 
with them, when they were met, to manage and keep them-1n any tolerable 
decorum. It ſeemed likean Eccleſiaſtical Cock-pit, and a Man-might have 
laid Wagers either. way, the two Parties contending'ta good carneſt, either 
for the Truth or the Viitory; butthemorennconcerr'd,likeennningBetrers; 
fate jidicioufſy hedging, aid ſo ordercd their Matter,that which fide ever 
prevail'd, they would be ſure tobe the Winners. They were-indeed d'moſt 
venerable Aſſembly, compoſed of ſome Holy;- ſome-Grave, ſome'Wiſe,-an® 
{ſame of them Learned Perſons : And Conftanrme had fo chartablyburatthe 
Accuſations they intended againſt one another, whielmight otherwiſe have 
depopulated and diſfirited the Conncil, that all:of thetn-may-be preſymedin 
one or other reſpect, to have made 7 great CharaCter: - But obſerve Sox? 
I. 1. c.16. that theſe great Biſhops, although they 'only 'had'(the deeilive 
. Voices, yet thought fit to bring along with them, certain Men thar were cnn- 
ning at an Argument, to be auxiliarytothem when it came to hard-and'tough 
Diſputation ; beſides, that they had their Prieſts'and Deaconsready ata dead 
life, Yo bee aflift chem * So thar their: Underſtandings ſeem'#t5ibe Re 
queſte! ; and for their daily Faith;- they-depended-uponiwhatthein Chapt 
Ps | +2 lains 
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lains: would allow. the. * And in'that quality/ Atbanaſiwthere waited upon 
Ale. ander,. beicg his. Lieacon,- (for as yet it' ſeems- Arch-Biſhops' nor Arch- 
Deacons were-Anvented):: :And-it is not improbable that Arbanaſpu having ſo 
early perſonated the Rithop,and ſeeing thedeclining'Ape of Alexander,would 
be careful that Arras ſhould not ſtep betwixt him and home upon Vacancy, 
but did his belt againſt him-to bar up his way, as it- ſhortly after happened ; 
Athanaſius ſucceeding after the Coundil in the See of Alexandria. In the mean 
time: .,you:may imagine /zypoſtaſis,” Perſona, Subſtantia, Subſitentia, Eſſentia, 
Coeſſentialis, Conſubftantials,, Ante. facula Coaterna, &c. were by ſomany Dif- 
putants pick?d to the very;Bones,and'thoſe too-broken afterwards,to come to 
the Marrow of :Divinity..:: And fever had Confantine in his Life ſo hard a 
task, as to'bring them ta any rational Reſults , Meekly and patiently (Euſeb. 
1.3. c. 13: de Vita/Conlſt.) Joſtning ta. every one, taking every Mans Opinion, and 
without the. Acrimony with whith it was. delivered, belping each Party where they diſ- 
agreed, reconciling them'hy: degrees when they were in the fierceſt Comtention, confer - 
ring with them apart courteeuſly and mildly, telling them what was his own Opinion of 
the Matter : Which tho ſome exceptious Perſons may alleadg to have been a- 
gainſt the nature of a free Council, yet truly, unleſs he had taken that courſe, 
I cannot-imagine how poſtibly hecould ever have brought them to any con- 
clufion. © And thus this: firſt, Great, General Council of Nice, with which the 
World had gone big ſolong, and which-look'd ſo big upon all Chriſtendom, 
at-laſt was brought in Bed, and after a! very hard-Labour, delivered of He- 
vnoouſtios. 3 6573 D397 | 
They all ſubſcribed to the new Creed, except ſame ſeventeen, who it ſeems 
had rather tobe Hereticks than Biſhops. Fornow the Anathema's-were pub- 
liſhed, and whoever held the contrary, was to be puniſh'd by Deprivation and 
Baniſhment, all Arr:a» Books tobe burned; and whoeyer ſhould be diſco- 
vered to conceal any of A4rrizs his Writings, to die for it. But it fared very 
well with thoſe who were not ſuch fools as to own bis Opinion. All they were 
entertain'd by the Emperor at a magnificent Feaſt, received from his hand 
rich Preſents, and were honourably diſmiſt, with Letters recommending 
their great- Abilities and performance. to the Provinces, and enjoining the 
Nicene Creed to be henceforth obſerved. With that ſtroke of the Pen, CFocr. 
L1. c.6.) For what three bunared Biſhops have agreed on, (athing indeed extra- 
ordinary ought not to be otherwiſe conceiv'd ofsthan as the Deeree of God Almighty, 
eſpecially ſeeing the Holy Ghoſt did ſit upon the Minds of ſuch and ſo excellent Men, 
and opewd his Divine Will to them, So that they went, I trow, with ample ſari 
faction ; and; as they could not bur take the Emperor for avery civil, gene- 
rous, and obliging Gentleman, ſo they thought the better of themſelves from 
that day forward. . And: how budg mult they look when they return back 
to their Diocelles, having every oneof 'em bin a principal Limn of the Oecus 
menical, Apoſtolical, Catholick,- Orthodox Council ! when the Catacheriſtical 
Title of the Church and the Clergy were ſo appropriate to them by cuſtom, 
that the Chriſtian People had Eng or forgotten their Claim'; when 
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(15), : 
every Hare that crolled their way homeward, was a Schiſmatick or an;Here= 
tick-3 and if, their Hosſs fumbled with one! of- them, -he -incurrd an Anz 
thema. Well it was xbat theit-Journeys lay 1d many' ſeveral ways, forthey” 
were grown.ſo:cumberfom ant great; that the Emperor's High-way was too 
; narrow for any two. of them,and there could have been no paſlage without the 
| removal of a Biſhop. But: {qon-after.the Council was over, Exſebius the Bis 
ſhop. of Nzcomedia, and Theognis the Biſhop of Nice; who were already re- 
moved,both by Baniſhment,. and two others putin their places, were-quickly 
reſtor'd upon their Petition;;: wherein they ſuggeſted 'the;Gauſc of 'their:not 
Signing to have been only; becauſe they' thoughtithey could not-with'a fafe 
Conſcience ſubſcribe the Anathema againſt 4reiw,appearing to thembothby 
his Writings, his Diſcourſes, and Sermons, « that:they had been Auditors of; 
not. to be gnilty of thoſe Errors, As for Arrim:himfelf,the Emperor: quickly 
wrote tohim. J1t 4 now 4 conſiderable time: fince'Emrote to your Gravity to'come 
to my Tents, that you might. enjoy: my Countnance "ſo that 7 can” fearce wonder 
ſufficiently why you have | fo long: delayed it ':' therefore: now-taky one of the: publick. 
Coaches, and make all ſpeed to. my Tents ;, that, having had experience of. my 
kindneſs and affefiion to you, you may: return'into your own Country. | God pre- 
ſerve you,oſt dear Sir. Arrins hereupon (with his Comerade Exxo:m) comes 
to Conſtantine's Army, and offers hima Petition, with d Confeſſion of Faith, 
that would have paſs'd very well before the Niceze Council, and:now ſatisfied 
the Emperor, Seer. 1. 1. c.19, 6 20. inſomuch that he writ to Athanaſius, now 
Biſhop of Alexandria, to receive him into the Church : but Athanafrm was 
of better mettle than fo, and abſolutely reſuſed it. Upon this Coxſtantive writ 
himanother threatning Letter : When you have wnderſtood hereby my Pleaſure, 
ſee that you afford free entrance into the-Churchyto all that-defire itt: for-if I 
ſhall underſtand that any who deſires to-be admitted into the'Church; ſhould 
be either hindred or forbidden by you, will ſend ſome one'of my Servatits to 
remove you from your Degree, and place another in your ſtead; '| Yet Atha- 
zaſins ſtood it out {til}, tho other Churches received him into Communion : 
| and the Heretick Nevatr could not have binmore unrelenting to lapſed Chri- 
| ſtians,than he was to Arr. But this, joined with other Crimes, which were 
laid to. Athanaſius his Charge, at the Council of Tyre, (though I ſuppoſe in- 
deed they were forged). made Athanaſius glad to fly for it, and remain the 
firſttime.in Exile. Upon this whole Matter, it is my impartial Opinion that 
Arrius, or whoſoeverelſe were guilty of teaching and publiſhing thoſe Exrors 
whereof he was accuſed, deſerved the utmoſt Severity which confiſts with the 
Chriſtian Religion. And fo willing I have been to think welt of Athanafus, 
and ill of the other, that 1 have on purpoſe avoided the reading, as'I do the 
naming of a Book that I have heard, tells the ſtory quite otherwiſe, and have 
enly made uſe of the current Hiſtorians of thoſe Times, who all of them tell 
it againſt the Arriars. Only I will confeſs, that as in reading a particular Hi- 
ſtory at adventure, a Man finds himſelf inclinable to favour the weaker Party, 
efpecially if the Conqueror appear inſolent ; fo havel been-affeted in _— 
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.theſe Authors; which does but reſemble the teaſonable;'pity that men ordina- 
THily have: too,for thoſe, who,though for an erreneous/Conſciencey ſuffer under 
a\Chriſtian Magiſtrate. And-as ſoon as'I conie*to Corftantivs, T ſhall for that 
'rcaſon:change my compaſſion,andbe doubly engaged on the Orthodox: party. 
But as to the whole matter of the Council of Nzce,I muſt crave liberty to ſay, 
that from one end to the other;thongh the beſt of the kind, it ſeems to me to 
have-been a pitiful humane buſineſs,attended with all theill. circumſtances of 
-other, wartdiy affairs,conducted by'afpirit of attbition and contention, the 
- firſt andſothe greateſt cecumenicatblowthat by Chifſtians was giventoChri- 
ſiabſty. Anditisnot fromany harpneGof humor that I'diſcourſe thus freely 
of Things and Perſons, much leſs of Orders-of men' otherwiſe venerable, but 
that where ought isextolled beyohd:reaſon; and'to'the prejudice of Religion, 
it is necetfary todepreciate it by tree proportion:  1t. is not their-cenſure of 
Arrianiſm;; 8 the deelaring'sf their Opinion" in contivyerted point to the 
'beſtiof-cheit ering OEnTs the-{inainc{5 of mine;they appear to 
chayedightiapmbme Teeth, hd they! likewieup6h th&meaſure) that conld 
have moved: meto relt fo tot; ſtory, of vrigg tay RE within the danger and 
aim ofuny capticusReader fpeaking thus with greatTiberty of mind,but little 
concern:for any! prejudice Fray 46eive, of tuogs that ate'by ſoine Men ido- 
bzed:© Burit isheirTimpoſittion' of: #new Article of Creed upon the Chrifti- 
an world, not being! contaitied ard ppt of Scriptyte,- to be believed 
'with Divine Faith; under Spiritual and Civil Penalties, contrary to the Privi- 
ledges of Religion, and their making'a Precedent follow'd and improv'd by 
all ſucceeding Ages for-moſt cruel Perſecutions,' that only could animate me. 
In digging thus for a new'deduction, they undermined the fabrick of Chriffi- 
-anity,ro framnea particulir Dottrine; they departed fromthe general Rule of 
their Religion ; and for their-curiofity about an Article concerning Chrif;they 
violated our:Saviour's firſt Inſtitttion of a'Church,tior fubjectto any Addition 
iv matters of Faith,nor liable to Compulion, either in Belief or in Practice. 
Far be it fromme in the event.as it isfrom'my Intention;to derogate from the 
juſt authority of any. of thoſe Creeds'or Conifellions of Faith that'are receiv'd 
-by our Cherch wpon clear agreement-withithe Scripture: nor ſhall Ttherefore, 
unleſs ſornemens inipertinence and indiferetion hereqfrer obJigeme,preterd to 
any further knowledg of. whitin theſe particulars appear in'the ancientHi- 
ſtories. But certainly if any Creed had been Neceſfary,or at the leaſt Necel- 
ſary to have beef Tmpoſed;our Saviour himſelf would not have left his Church 
-diſtitute-in a thing'of that moiment. -Or however,after the Holy Ghoſt,vpon 
-bis departure; was deſcended upon the Apoſtles; and they the Elders and Bre- 
thres (forſd it was then ) were aſſembled in a legitimate Council at Fersſa- 
lem, 1t would have ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt and them to have ſav'd the 
Council of Nice that1abour, or at leaſt the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. 12. 2, and 4. 
who was canght up into Paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable words, which ut 'is not 
lawful for any Man to utter, having thereby a much'better opportunity than 
Arhanaſins;eo know the' Doctrine of the fas not haye been wattt- 
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ing, through the abandavce of that revelation, to form a Creed for:the Chareh, 
ſuſhcient to have put. that buſineſs: beyand; controverſie.. + Eſpecially:ſeeing 
. Herefies were ſprung-up {ocarly, and he foreſaw others, andi therefore does 
preſcribe the mothod how they. ate;to be dealt with;but no Creed that read 
n | | Fe 


Shall any ſort of Men preſume to-interpret thoſe words,which to him were 
unſpeakable. by a Gibbriſh of their Impoſing, and force every Man to Cant 
after them,what it, is not lawful for any. Man to utter? Chreft and! his Apoſtles 
ſpeak articulately enough in the $criptures;. without any Creed, as-much as 
we are or ought to be capable of. ' And the Miniſtry of the Goſpel is uſeful and 
moſt neceſſary, if it were but to, preſs usto the reading of them, to illyftrate 
one place by the authority ofanother,to;iheulcatethoſeduties which arethere- 
in required, quicknin ba both- to Faith and Praftice,; and ſhowing-within 
what bounds they are both circumfcribed by aur Savjour's:Dottrine.::.: And 

It becomes every Man to be-able to give a reaſon and account of his Faithand 
to beready to doit,without officiouſly gratifying thoſe whodemanditooly:to 
take advantage : and the more Chriſtians can agree in one confeſſion of: Faith, 
the better. But that we ſhould believe ever the more for a Creed, it cannot 

| be expected. In thoſe days; when, Creeds were ares and in:faſhion, 
and every one had them. at their fingers end; *twas. the Bible that brought in 
the Reformation. "Tis true,,,a Man would not: ſtick:to take two or three 
Creeds for a need, rather than want a Living ; and:if a Man bave-not a-pood 
ſwallow, 'tis but wrapping them up in a Liturgy,like a Wafer,and the whole 

- doſe will go down currently ; eſpecially if ke wink at-the ſame-time,and give 
his Aſent and Conſent without ever looking on.them. - But without: jeſting, 
for the matter 1s too ſerious : Everyi/Maniis bound to. work; exe his own Salva- 
tion with fear and trembling, and therefore to uſe all/ helps poſlible for his beſt 

: atisfaCtion ; hearing; conferring; reading, praying for the aſliſtance'of God's 
Spirit : but when he hath done this, he 1s his own Expoſitor, his own both 

. Miniſter-and People, Biſhop and Dioceſs, his own Council ; and his Conſci- 
ence excuſing or condemning him, accordingly he eſcapes or incurs his own 

_ Internal Anathema. So that when it comes once to a Creed, made and im- 
pofed by. other Men as a matter of Diyine Faith,the Caſe grows very delicate ; 
while he cannot apprehend, tho the gage may, that'all therein is clear- 
Iy contained in Scripture, and may fear, being caught in the expreſſions, to 
cg himſelf toa latitude or reſtriction, further than comports with his own 
ſenſe and judgment. . A Chriſtian of hogour, - when it comes to; this, once, 
will wejgh every word, every ſyllable ; nay further, if he-conſider-that:the 

_ great bulineſs of this Conrcil of Nice was but one ſingleletter of the Alphabet, 
aboyt the inſerting or omitting of an Jota. There mult be either that exact- 
nefs in the. Form of ſuch a Creed, as.I dare ſay,noMeu inthe worldever were 
or ever wiltbe able to modulate: or elſe this ſcrupulous privat judgment muſt 
be admitted, or otherwiſe all Creeds become meer inſtruments of Equivoca- 

tion or Perſecution. ; And I muſt confeſs, when I have ſometimes. conſidered 
| | with 
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with my ſelf the dulneſs.of the Non-conformiſts, and the acuteneſs on the 
contrary of the Epiſcoparians, and the conſcientiouſneſs of both ;. I have 
thooghe that our Church might ſafely wave the difference with-them about 
Ceremonies, afd'try it upon the Creeds, which were both the more honou- 
rable way, and more ſuitable to the method of the ancient Councils,and yet 
perhaps might do their buſineſs as effectually. - For one that is a Chriſtian in 
good earneſt, when a Creed is impoſed; will - ſooner eat fire, than tak it a- 
gainſt his judgment. - There have been Martyrs for Reaſon,and it was manly 
Injthem-:- but how much more would Men be-ſo for Reaſon Religionated and 
Chriſtianized } But it is an Inhamane and Unchriſtian thing of thoſe Faith- 
itretchers, whoſoever they be, that either put Mens Perſons,or their Conſci- - 
ences upon the torture, or rack-them to the length of theit Notions : where- 
as the Bereans are made-Gentlemen, - and Innobled by Patent in the As, be- - 
caufe they would not<redit-Paxt himſelf, whoſe Writings now make ſo great 
a-part of. the New:;Teſtament, -until they had ſearched the Scripture daily,whe- 
ther thoſe thiags were ſo, | and therefore many of them believed. And therefore, 
although where there are ſuch Creeds, Chriſtians may for Peace and Conſci- - 
ence-ſake acquieſce while there appears nothing in them flatly contrary to the 
words of the Scrjptare ; yet when they are obtruded upon-a Man in particu- 
Jary he will look: very well about him, -and.not take them upon any Humane 
Authority: - Phe greateſt Pretenceto Authority, isin a Council; ' But what 
then ? ſhall all Chriſtians therefore take their Formularies of Divine Worſhip - 
.or-Belief-ypon truſt, as writ in Tablesof Stone, like the Commandments,de- - 
liver'd from Heaven, and to be obeyed in the inſtant, not conſidered; becauſe © - 
three hundred and eighteen Biſhops are met in Abraham's great Hall,of which 
.moſt muſt be Servants, and ſome Children ; and-they have reſoly*d upor?t in - 
ſuch a manner ? No, a good Chriſtian will nor, -cannot attnrn and indenture 
his Conſcience over, to be Repreſented. by others. It is not-as in Secular 
matters, where the States of a Kingdom are deputed by their fellow Subjects - 
to tranſatt for them, ſoin ſpiritual : or ſuppoſe it were, yet *twere neceſlary, , 
-as In the Polſhconſtitution,that nothing ſhould be obligatory as long as there - 
is one Diſſenter, where no Temporallntereſts,but every Mans Eternity and | 
Salvation are concerned. The Soul. is too precious to be let ont at intereſt 
. upon-any humane ſecurity, that. does or may fail ; but it isonly ſafe when un- - 
der God's cuſtcdy, in its own Cabinet. But it was a General Council. A\. 
ſpecial General indeed,if you conſider the proportion of three hundred and ' 
eighteen. to the Body of the Chriſtian Clergy,but much moreto all Chriſtian - 
- Man-kind. But it was a General Free Council of Biſhops. Ido not think it 
- -poſlible for any Council to be free,that is compoſed ont of Biſhops, and where - 
:they only have the Deciſive Voices. Nor that a Free Council that takes away - 
Chriſtian Liberty.But that.,as it was founded upon Uſurpation,ſoitterminated : 
in Impoſition. But 'tis meant, that ir was Free from. all external Impulfion. - 
Iconfeſs-that good Meat and Drink, and Lodging, and:Mony in a Man's 
Purſe,. agd Coaches; and Servants, and.Horſes to attend them. did no-vio- 
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lence to.'emy nor was there any falſe Article ig,it. And diſcourſing now with 
one,and then another of *em in particalar,aod-the E "_ telling them this 
is my opinidn,J.underſtand i thus z and afterwards, declaring his mind fre+ 
quently to them in publick; | no. force. neither. Ay, buk there was a ſhrewd 
way of perſuaſion in it. And I would be glad to know whenever, and which 
free general Council it was that could properly be called {oz but was indeed a 
meer Imperial or Eccleſiaſtical Machine, no free agent, but wound up, ſet on 
going,and let downby the direQtion and hand of the Workman, A General 
Free-Conncil is but a word. of Art, and can never happen but under a Fifth 
Monarch, and. that Monarch too, to return from Heaven. :+/The Animadyer- 
&T will not allow the ſecond General Council of Nece to have bin Freegbeeasſc 
it was overan'd by an Empreſs, and was guilty.of a great fault (which no Coun» 
cil at liberty he ſaith could have committed ) the Decree for worſhipping of 
Images.  At.this rate a Chriſtian may ſcuffle however. for .one point 'among 
them, and-.chuſe which Council he likes beſt. - But in; good earneſt, *do-nor 
fee but.that Corſtantine'might as well at this firſt Council of Nice, have negoti+ 
ated the Image-worſhip.as to pay that ſuperſtitious adoration to the Biſhops, 
and that Proftration to their Creeds was an Idolatry more pernicious in the 
conſequence, to the Chriſtian Faith,then that under which they ſo:lately had 


 ſuffer'd Perſecution. Nor can a Council be ſaid to have been at liberty,wbich 


lay under ſo great and many obligations. But the Holy..Ghoſt was;preſeat, 
where.there-were three hundred and eighteen Biſhops,and'diretted themyor 
three hundred. Then, if I had-beenof their Council,they ſhould have ſate at 
it all their.lives, leſt they ſhould; never ſee him: again. after they were ance 
riſen. But it. concerned them to ſettle their Qx0r1m at lalt by his Dictates; 0- 
therwiſe no/Biſhop could haye been abſent,orgone forth-upon.any accuſation, 
but he'let him out again : -and it behoy'd to be very punctual in the Adjourn- 
ments: *Tis a ridiculous conception, and as groſs as to make him of' the ſame 
ſubſtance with the Council. Nor needs thereany ſtronger argument of his ab- 
ſence;then their pretence to be aftuated by him,and in doing ſuch work. The 
Holy-Sparit ! If ſo many of them, when they got together.acted like rational 
Tn:e1, *twas enough.in all reaſon, and as much as could be expetted: : - -- :: 
Batthis was oneaffectation,among manyothers,which the Biſhops took up 
ſo-early, of. the ſtile, priviledges,, powers, and ſome ations and-geſtures 
peculiar and inherent to the Apoſtles, which they miſplaced to their own be- 
hoof and.uſage;; nay, and challenged other things as Apoſtolical, that were 
GireCtly contrary to the Doctrine and Practice of the Apoſtles. For ſo,becauſe 
the Holy Spiritdid inanextraordinary manner preſide among the Holy Apo- 
ftles at that Legitimate Council of Zer»ſalem, As 15.they, although under 
:n-ordinary Adminiſtration, would not go leſs whateyer came on't : nay, 
whereas the Apoſtles, in the drawing up of their Decree, dictated'to-them by 
.the Holy Spirit, ſaid therefore no more but thus :: The Apoſtles, Elders, and 
Brethren, Jend greeting unto: the. Brethren of, '&c. Foraſmuch as, &c.. It ſeemed 
-gvodxa the Hdoty'G bot: x0 #9 46 Yay pts you-m0 greater burthen thantheſe neceſſary 
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' Fare'ye well.'* En ſhall 


-'This Council denonneeseyery Invention of its own, (far from the Apoſto= 
Heal modeſty,and the ſtite of the Holy Spirit)uiider'no lefs thin an.Arathema. 
Such was their arrogating to their inferior degrees, the ſtile'of Clergy, tilt 
cuſtom hath fo much Evailed; that we are ata Toſs how to ſpeak properly, 
either of the Namie or'Nature of their Function.” Whereas the Eergy, in the 
trite arid Apoſtolical ſenſe; were only thoſe whom'they: ſiiperaioufly always 
call the Eazty: The wotd Clerus beingnever but once'uſd inthe New Teſta- 
ment, andin that ſignification, and in a very unlucky place too, 1 Pet. 5. 3. 
where he admoniſhes the Prieſthood, that they ſhould not lord it, or domineer 
over the Chriſtian People,, Clerum Domini, or the Lord®s Inheritance. But 
having ufurp?d the Title,I confeſs they did right to aſſume the Power. But to 
ſpeak of the Prieſthood in that'ſtile which they moſtaffe, if we conſider the 
nature too of thetr Function, what were the Clergy then, but Laymen diſguis'd, 
dreft up perhaps in another habit ? Did not St. Pan! himſelf, being a Tent= 
maker.,rather than be idle or burthenſom to his People, work of his trade,even 
during his Apoftleſhip, to get his living ? But did not theſe, that they might 
neglect their holy Vocation,feek to compaſs ſecular Imploiments,and Lay-Of- 
fees? Were not very many of them,whether one reſpeCt their Vices or Igno- 
rancezas well qualified as auy other to be Lay-men ? Was it not uſual, as oft 
as they merited it, to reftore them, as in the caſe even of the three Biſhops to 
the Lay-communion ? And whether,if they were ſo peculiar from others, did 
the Impoſition of the Biſhop's hands, or the lifting up the hands of the Laity, 
confer more to that diſtinttion ? And Conſtantine, notwithſtanding his Com- 
plement at the burning of the Biſhops Papers, thought he might make them, 
and unmake them, with the ſame Power as he did his other Lay-Officers. - But 
if the inferior Degrees were the Clergy, the Biſhops would be the Church : 
altho that word in the Scripture-ſenſe, is proper only to a Congregation of 
the Faithful. And being by that title the only Men in Ecclefiaſtical Councils, 
then when they were once aſſembled, they were the Catholick, Church, and, 
having the Holy Spirit at their Devotion, whatſoceyer Creed they light upon, 
that was the Catholick Faith, without the believing of which, no Man can be ſaved. 
By which means there roſe thenceforward ſo conſtant Perſecutions till this 
day, that, had not the little inviſible Catholick, Church, and a People that al- 
ways ſearch'd and believ*d the Scriptures,made a ſtand by their Teſtimonies 
ahd Sufferings, the Creeds had deftroy'd the Faith, and the Church had ruined 
the Religion. For this General Council of N:ce,and allothers of the ſame con- 
ſtitution, did,and can ſerve to no other end or effet,than a particular order 
of Men by their uſurping a truſt upon Chriſtianity, to make their own Price 
and Market of it, and deliver it up as off as they ſee their own advantage. 

For ſcarce was Conftantine's Head cold, but his Son Conſtantine, ſucceeding 
his Brothers, being influenced by the Biſhops of the -4riar Party, turn'd 
the wrong ſide of Chriſtianity outward, inverted the Poles of Heaven, and. 
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Faith (if 1 may ſay ſo) withits Heels in the Air, was forced te.ſtand ppon. 
its Head, and play Gambols, for the Divertiſement and Pleaſurg of the Ho-. 
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moieuſians. Arrianiſm was the Divigity then in Mode, and. he was attigno- 


rant and ill Courtier, or Church-man, that could not dreſs, and would got 


make a new Sute for his Conſcience in the Faſhion. And now the Orthoda 
Biſhops ( it being given to thoſe Men to be obſtinate for Power, but flexible 
in Faith ) began to wind about infenfibly, as the Helzatrope Flower that keeps 
its ground, but wreſts its neck.jn turning after the warm Sun,from day-break_ 
to evening. They could look now upon the Synod of Nice with more. in- * 
difference, and all that pudder that had been made there betwixt Alomuonſrus 
and Homoiouſins, 8&c. began to appear to them as a Difference only ariſing from 
the Inadequation of Languages : "Till by degrees they were drawn over, and 
rather than loſe their Biſhopricks, would join, and at laſt be the head-molt in 
the Perſecution of their own former Party..; But the Deacons,” to.be ſure, 
that ſteer'd the Elephants, were thorow-paced ; Men to be reckow'd and re- 
liedupon in this or any other occaſion, and would prick on, to.render them- 
{elves capable and Epiſcopable, upon the firſt Vacancy. For now the:Arrians 
in grain, ſcorning to come behind the Clowniſh Homoonſians, in an Eccleſia- 
ſtical Civility, were reſolved to give them their full of Perſecution. .. And it 
ſeen'd a piece of Witrather than Malice, to pay them in their own Coin;and 
to Burleſque them in earneſt, by the repetition and heightning of the ſame Se- * * 
verities upon them, that they had praiſed upon others. . Had you the Ho- 
moouſians a Creed at Nice ? we wlll have another Crecd for you at Ariminum, 
and at Selucia. Would you not be content with-ſo many ſeveral Projects of 
Faith conſonant to Scripture, unleſs you might thruſt the new word Homoos- 
ſios down our Throats, and then tear it up again, to: make us confels it? Tell 
us the word, (*iwas Homozouſios) we are now upon the Guard, or elſe we 
ſhall run you thorow. Would you Anathemize, Baniſh, Impriſon, Execute 
us, and burn our Books ? You ſhall taſte of this Chriſtian Fare, and-as you 
reliſh it, you ſhall have more owt provided. And thus it went, Arrianiſm 
being-Triumphant,but the few ſincere and omachful Biſhops,adhering con- 
ſtantly,and with a true Chriſtian Magnanimity, eſpecially Arhanaſius, thorow 
all Sufferings, unto their former Confeſli>rs, expiated ſo in fome meaſure, 
what they had committed in the Nzcene Council. | 
"Sozomen, |. 4. C. 25. firlt tells us a Story of Eudoxius, who ſucceeded Mace- 
donixs,in the Biſhoprick of Conſtantinople ;, that in the Cathedral of Santa So- 
phia, being mounted in his Epiſcopal Throne, the firſt time that they Aſſem- 
bled for its Dedication, in the very beginning of his Sermon to the People 
(thoſe things were already come in Faſhion ) told them : Parrem impium eſſe, 
Filium autem pium at which then they began to buſtle ; Pray be quiet, faith 
he ; I ſay, Patrem impium eſſe, quia Colit neminem, Filium vero Pium quia colit 
Patrem ;, at which they then laughed as heartily, as before they were Angry. 
But this I only note to this purpoſe, that there were ſome of the greateſt Bj-- 
' ſhops among the Homoiouſrans, as well as the Homooyſians, that could not re. 
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oach oneanothersSimplicity,and that it was not impoſlible for thearyto 
Poſer and more Orthodox than the Few, in Divine matters. That which 
Itite him for as moſt Material, is, the Remark upon the Impoſition then of 
Contrary Creeds : Which verily, faith he, was plainly the beginning of moji 
great Calamities, foraſmuch as hereupon there followed a Diſturbance, not unlike 
thoſe which we before recited over the whole Empire ; and likewiſe a Perſecution 
:qual almoſt to that of the Heathen Emperors, ſeized upon all of all Churches, For 
uhongh it ſeemed to ſome more gentle, for what concerns the torture of the body, yet | 
'0 prudent perſons it appeared more bitter and ſevere, by reaſon of the Diſhonour and 
I;nominy. For both they who ſtirred up, and thoſe that were affiited with this Per- 
/remtian, were of the Chriſtian Church ;, and the grievance therefore was the greater 
and more ugly, in that the ſame things which are done among Enemies, were Exe- 
cated between thoſe of the ſame Tribe and Profeſſion: But the holy Law forbids us 
t9carry our ſelves in that manner, even to thoſe that are without, and Aliens. And 
all cis miſchief ſprung from making of Creeds, with which the Biſhops, as 
it were at Tltzng, aim'd to hit one another in the Eye, and throw the oppo- 
ſite Part7 out of the-Saddle. But if it chanced that the weaker fide were ready 
to yield, {for what ſort of Men was there that could better manage, or had 
their Conſciences more at command at that time than the Clergy ?) Then the 
Arrians would uſe a yet longer, thicker, and ſharper Lance for the purpoſe, 
(for there were never Vacancies ſufficient ) that they might be ſure to run 
them down, over, and thorow, and do their Buſineſs. The Creed of 4r:. 
minum was now too ſhort for theDeſign ; but, ſaith the-Hiſtorian, they aſfix?d 
farther Articles like Labels to it, pretending to-have made it better, and ſo ſent it 
thorow the Empire with Conſtantius his Proclamation, that whoever would not ſub- 
ſcribe it, ſhould be Baniſhed. Nay, they would not admit their own beloved 
Similis Subſtantia; but todo the work throughly, the Arrians renounc®d 
their own Creed forMalice, and made it an Article ; F:l:un Patrs tam ſubſtan- 
tia, quam Voluntate, Diſſimulem eſſe. But this is a ſmall matter with any of 
them, provided thereby they may doService to theChurch, that is theirParty. 
So that one (ſeriouſly ſpeaking,) that were really Orthodox, could not then 
defend the Truthor himſelf, but by turning of 4rriar, if he would impugn 
the new ones; ſuch was the Subtilty. What ſhall I ſay more ? As the Arts of 
Glaſs Coaches and Perriwigs illuſtrate this Age, fo by theirTrade of Creed- 
making, then firſt invented, we may eſteem the Wiſdom of Conſtantine*s,and 
Conſtantius his Empire. And in a ſhort ſpace, as is uſual among Tradeſmen, 
where it appears gainful,they were ſo many that ſet up of the ſame Profellion, 
that they could ſcarce live by one another. Socr. 1. 2. c. 32. Therefore uſes 
theſe words. But now that Thave tandem aliquandoy run through this Labyrinth 
of ſo many Creeds, I will gather up their number ; And fo reckons Nine Creeds 
morezbeſides that of Nice,before the death of Conſtantine, (a bleſſed Number.) 
AndI believel could for a need, make them up a dozen, if Men have a mind 
to buy them ſo. And hence it was that Hilary, then Biſhop of PoztHers, re- 
preſents that ſtats of the Church prakenty, yet ſadly, Since the Nicene _ 
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ſaith he, we do nothing but write Creeds. That while we fight about words; 
whilſt we raiſe Queſtions about Novelties, while we Quarrel about things doubtful, 
and about Authors, while we contend in Parties, while there is difficulty in Con- 
ſent while we AnathematiZe one another.there 1s none now. a/moſt that 1s Chriſt%s. 
What a Change there is in the laſt years Creed ? The firſt Decree commands that 
Homoouſios ſhould zot be mentioned, The next dots again Decree and Publiſh 
Homoouſlios. The third does by Indulgence excuſe the Word Ouſia, as uſed by the 
Fathers in their ſamplicity. The fourth does not Excuſe, but Condemn it, It is 
come to that at laſt, that nothing among us, or thoſe before us, can remain ſacred 
or inviolable, .We Decree every year of the Lord, a new Creed cancerning God ; 
Nay, every Change of the Moon our Faith ts alter*d. We repent of our Decrees, 
we defend thoſe that repent of them, we Anathematize thoſe that we defended;and 
while we either condemn other Mens Opinions in our own, or our own Opinions in 
thoſe of other Xen, and bite at one another, we are now all of us torn in pieces, 
This Biſhop ſure was the Author of :he Naked Truth, and*cwas he that im- 
plicitely condemn the whole Catholick Church, both Eaſt and Welt, for being 
r00 preſumptuous in her Definitions. | NEED | 

It is not ſtrange to me, that Ful;an, being but a Reader in the Chriſtian 
Church, ſhould turn Pagan : Eſpecially when' I conſider that he ſuceeded 
Emperor after Conſtartixs, For it ſeems rather unavoidable that'a man of 
great Wit,as he was,and not having theGrace of God to direct it,and ſhow 
him the Beauty of Religion,through the Deformity of its Governours and : 
Teachers;but that he muſt conceive a Loathing and Averſion for it, Nor 
could he think that he did them any Injuſtice, when he obſerved thar, beſide 
all their Unchriſtian Immorality too, they practiſed thus againſt the Inſti- 
tutive Law of their Galzlear,thePerſecution among themſelves forReligion. 
And well might he add to his other Severities,that ſharpneſs of his Wit, 
bothExpoſmg and Animaduerting upon them, at another rate than any of the 
MadernPractitioners with all their ſtudy and Inclination,can ever arrive at. 
For nothing is more puniſhable, Contemptible,and truly Ridiculous, than a 
Chriſtian that walks contrary to his Profeſſion: And by how much any man 
ſtands with more advantage in the Church for Eminency, but diſobeys the 
Laws of Chrift by that priviledge, he is thereby, and-deſerves to be the 
more Expoſed. But F*/zaz, the laſt Heathen Emperor, by whoſe cruelty it 
ſeemed that God would ſenſibly admoniſh once again theChriſtian Clergy, . 
and ſhow them by their own ſmart, and an Heathen-hand, the nature and 
odiouſneſs of Perſecution, ſoon died, as is uſual for Men of that Imploy- 
meat, not'withont a remarkable ſtroke of Gods Judgement. 

Yet they,as they were only ſorry that they had loſt ſo much time, upon his 
death ſtrove aseagerly to redeem it, and forthwith fell in very naturally into 
their former Animoſities. For Joviams being choſen Emperor in Perſia, and 
returning homeward,Socy.1.3.c.20. The Biſhops of each party,in hopes that 
theirs ſhould be the Imperial Creed, ftrait tookHorſe, and rode away with 
Switch and Spur, as if it had been for the Plate, to meet him; and he thar 
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had beſt Heels, made himſelf cock-ſure of winning the Religion. The Mact- 
donians,” who dividing from the Arriavs, had ſer np for a new Hereſie con- 
cerning the Holy Ghoſt, (and they were a 4 pics of Biſhops)Petition'd 
him that thoſe who held, Fil:um Parr: diſſimilem, might be turn'd out, and 
themſelves pur in their places; Which was very honeſtly done, and above- 
board. The Acactars, that were the refined Arrians,but,as the Author faith, 
Had a notable faculty of addreſſing themſelves to the Inclination of whatſoever Em- 
peror,and having good Inteligence that he balanced rather to the Conſubſtan- 
t1als, preſented him with a very fair Inſinuating ſubſcription, of a conſidera- 
ble number of Biſhops to the Council ofN:ce.But in the next Emperors time 
they will be found to yield little Reverence to their own Subſcription. For 
in matter of a Creed, a Note of their Hand, without expreſſing the Penalty, 
could not it ſeems bind one of their Order. But all that Foviarzs ſaid to the 
Macedonians, was ;, 1 hate Contention, but I lovingly embrace and reverence thoſe 
, who are snclined to Peace and Concord, To the Acacians, who had wiſely 
given theſe the precedence of Application, to try the truth of their Intelli- 
gence, he ſaid no more (having reſold by ſweetneſs and perſwaſions to quiet 
all thetr Controverſies) but, That he wonld not moleft any man whatſoever Creed 
be followd, but thoſe above others he would Cheriſh and Honour, who ſhould 
ſhow themſelves moſt forward in bringing the Church to a good Agreement, He 
likewiſe calPd back all thoſe Biſhops who had been Baniſtyd by Conſtantins, 
and Julian, reſtoring them to their Sees. And he writ a Letter in particular 
to Athanaſius, who upon Juliar*s death had enter®d again upon that of Alex- 
andria, to bid him be of good courage. And theſe things coming to the Ears of 
all others, did wonderfully aſſwage the Fierceneſs of thoſe who were Inflamed 
with Fattion and Contention : Sothat, the Court having declared it ſelf of this 
Mind,theChurch was in a ſhort time in all outward appearance peaceably diſ- 
poſed, theEmperor by this means having wholly repreſſed all their violence. 
PYerily,concludes the Hiſtorian, the Roman Empire had been proſperous and 4 
py, and both the State and the Church Che puts them too in x wh Order) under 
ſo good a Prince, muſt have exceedingly flouriſhed, had not an Immature death ta- 
ken him amay from managing the Government. For after ſeven Months, being 
ſeized with a mortal Obſtruttion, he departed this Life. Did not this Hiſtorian, 
trow you, deſerve to be handled, and is it not, mow the Mſchief 35 done, to 
undo the Charm, oecome a Duty, to Expoſe both him and Jovianns ? By their 
ill choſen Principles, what would-have / ek of the Prime and moſt neceſſary 
Article of Faith ? Might not the old Dormant Hereſies, all of them ſafely have 
Revived ? 

But that 4fortal Obſtrutt;on of the Biſhops, was not by his death (nor is it 
by their own to be) removed. They were glad he was ſo ſoon got out of their 
way.,and God would yet further manifeſt their intratable Spirit, which not 
the Perſecution of the Heathen Etmperor Falian,nor the Gentleneſs of Fovia- 
74s the Chriſtian, could allay or mitigate by their Afiictions or Proſperity. 
The Divine Nemeſis executed Juſtice upon them, by one anofhers _ - 
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And ſo hainous a Crime as for a Chriſtian,a Biſhop to Perſecute,ſtood yet-in 
need,as the only equal and exemplary Puniſhment,of being reveng'd with a 
Perſecution by Chriſtians,by Biſhops. And whoſoever ſhall rioull) conſider 
all along the Succeſſions of theEmperors,can never have taken that ſatisfai- 
on in the moſt judicious Repreſentations of the Scene, which he may in this 
worthy Speculation of the great Order and admirable conduct of wiſe Pro- 
vidence; through the whole contexture of theſe Exterior ſeeming Acci- 
dents, relating to the Eccleſiaſticals of Chriſtianity. bh 

For to Joviams ſucceeded YValentinian, who in a ſhort time took his Bro- 
ther YValens to be his Companion in the Empire. Theſe two Brothers did as 
the Hiſtorian obſerves, Socr.1 4. C. 1. (alike,and equally take care at the be- 
ginning,for the advantage and government of the State) but very much diſ- 
agreed,though bothChriſtians,in matters of Religion : Yalersnianusthe Elder 
being an Orrhodox,butYalens an Arrian, and they uſed a different Method 
toward the Chriſtians. For Yalentinian (who choſe the weſtern part of the 
Empire, and left the Eaſt to his Brother) as he embraced thoſe of his own 
Creed,ſo yet he did not in the leaſt moleſt the Arrians: But Yalens not only 
labor'd to increaſe the number of the Arr:ars, but afflicted thoſe of the contra- 
ry Opinion with grievous Puniſhments. And both of ?m,eſpeciallyYalens,had 
Biſhops for their purpoſe. The particulars of that heavy Perſecution under 
Yalens,any one may further ſatisfie himſelf of in theWriters of thoſe times: 
And yet it is obſervable,that within alittle ſpace while he purſued the Or-. 
thodox Biſhops, he gave Liberty to the Novarians, (who were of the ſame 
Creed, but ſeparated from them, as Lhave ſaid, upon Diſcipline, &c.) and 
cauſed their Churches, which for a while were ſhutup,to be opened again at 
Conſtantinople. To beſhort, Yalens (who out-lived his Brother,that died of a 
natural Death) himſelf in a Battel againſt the Goths,could not eſcape neither 
the fate of a Chriſtian Perſecutor. For the Goths having made application to 
him, he,faith Socrates, not well fore-ſeeing the Conſequence, admitted them to In- 
babit in certain places of Thracia, pleaſing himſelf that he ſhould by that means al- 
ways have an Army ready at hand LiF a” whatſoever Enemies ; and that thoſe Fo- 
reign Guards would ſtrikg them with a greater Terror ore by far than the Militia of 
his Subjetts. And ſo ſlighting the ancient Veterane Militia, which uſed to conſiſt 
of Boazes of Men, raiſed proportionably in every Province, aud were ſtout Fellows 
that would Fight 7anfully ;, inſtead of them he levied Money, rating the Country 
at ſo mucb for every Souldrer, But theſe new Inmates of the Emperors ſoon 
grew Troubleſon), as is cuſtomary, and not only infeſted the Natives in 
Thracia, but Plunder*d even the Suburbs of Conſtantinople, there being no Ar- 
med Force to repreſs them:Hereupon the whole People of the City cried out. 
at a publick Spectacle, where Valcns was preſent neglecting this matter,G:ve 
us Arms and we will manage this War our ſelves. This extreamly provok*d him, 
ſo that he forthwith made an Expedition againſt the Goths : But Threatned 
the Citizens if he returwd in ſafety, to be Reveng*d on them both for thoſe Con- 
tumelies, and for what under the Tyrant Procopius,, they bad committed. a- 
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ainſt the Empire ;, and that be would Raze.to the Ground, and Plow wp the City, 
. Tet before his departure out of the fear of the Foraign Enemy, he totally cea&d from 
per ſecuting the Orthodox in Conſtantinople. But he was kilÞd in the Fight, or 
Flying into a Village that the Goths had ſet on fire, be was burnt to aſhes, to the 
great grief of his Biſhops; who, had he been Victorious, might have revived 


the Perſecution. Such was the end of his Impetuous Reign and raſh Counſels, - 


both as to his Government of State, in matters of Peace and War, and his 
Manage of the Church by. Perſecution, | 
His death brings me to the Succeſlion of Theodoſins the Great, than whom no 
Chriſtian Emperor did more make it his buſineſs to Nurſe up theChurch,and 
to Lull the Biſhops, to keep the Houle in quiet. Butneither was it in his pow- 
.erto ſtill their Bawling, and Scratching one another, as far as their Nails 
(which were yet more tender,but afterwards grew like Tallons)would give 
them leave. [ ſhall not further vex the Hiſtory,or the Reader,in recounting 
the particulars; taking no delight neither my ſelf in ſo uncomfortableRelati- 
ons, or to refl:&, beyond what is neceſſary upon the Wolfiſhneſs of thoſe 
which then ſeemed,and ought to have been theChriſtianPaſtors,but went on 
ſcattering their Flocks;if not devouringzand the Shepherds ſmiting one ano- 


ther. In his Reign, the ſecond General Council was called,that of Conſtants- . 


::ople, and the Creed was there made, which took its name from the place - 
The reſt of their buſineſs, any one that is further curious,may obſerve in the 
Writers.But I ſhall cloſe this with a ſhort touch concerning GregoryNVaziane 
zern,then living,than whom alſo the ChriſtianChurch had not in thoſe times 
(and I queſtion whether in any ſucceeding).a Biſhop that was more a Chri- 
ſtian, more a Getleman, better appointed in all ſorts of Learning requiſite, 
ſeaſoned under F#l:az?s Perſecution, and exemplary to-the higheſt pitch of 
true Religion, and Practical Piety. The eminence of theſe Vertues, and in 
ſpecial of his Humility(the lowlieſt, but the higheſt of allChriſtianQualifica- 
tions)raiſed him under Theodoſns,from the Pariſh-1ikeBiſhoprick of Nazian- 
24m, to that of Conſtantinople, where he fill'd his place in that Council. But 
having taken notice in what manner things were carried in that,as they had 
' been in formerCouncils, and that ſome of theBiſhops muttered at his promo- 
.tion ; he of his own mind reſigned that great Biſhoprick,whis was never of 
| his deſire or ſeeking;and;though ſo highly ſeated in theEmperorsReverence 
and Favor. ſo acceptable to thePeople,and generally to theClergy,whoſe un- 
equalAbilities could not pr<tend or juſtific an envy againſt him; retired back 
for more content, to. a Solitary Life; to his little \azzanzrm, And from 
thence he writes that Letter to his Friend Procopizs, wherein. p. 418. upon 
his moſt recolleCted and ſerious reflexion-on what had feln within his obſer» 
vation; he uſeth theſe remarkable words: have reſolved with my felf (if I may 
zell you the Naked Truth,) never more to come into any Aſſembly of Biſhops : for 1 


never {aw a good and happy end of any Council, but which rather increaſed than ri * 


medied the mſchiefs, For their obſtinate Contentions and. Ambition are unex- 
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It-would require too great a Volame to deduce, from the deathiof Theodo- 
ſous, the particulars that happened in the ſucceeding Reigns about this mat- 
ter. But the Reader may reckon that it was as ſtated a Quarrel betwixt the 
Homoouſians, and the Homorouſians, as that between the Houſes of York and 
Lancaſter ; And there aroſe now an Emperor of one Line, and then again of 
the other. But among all the Biſhops,there was not one A4ortor, whoſe 17du- 
ftrious Brain could or would (for ſome Men always reap by Diviſion ) make up 
the fatal Breach betwi.xt the two Creeds.By this means everyCreed was grown 
up to aTeſt,and under that pretence,the dextrous Biſhops ſtep by ſtep hook- 
ed within their Verge, all the buſineſs and Power that could be catched in 
thoſe Turbulences,where they mudled the Water, and Fiſhed after. By this 
means they ſtalked on firſt to a Spiritual kind of Dominion, and from that - 
incroached upon and into theCivil Juriſdiction. ABiſhop now grew terrible, 
and (whereas a ſimple Layman might have frighted the Devil with the firſt - 
words of the Apoſtles Creed,and 7 defie thee Satan) one Creed could not pro- 
teft him from a Biſhop, and it required a much longer, and a double and 
treble Confeſſion,unleſs himſelf would be dekivered over to Satan by an Ana- 
thema. But this was only an Eccleſiaſtical ſentence at firſt, with which they 
marked out ſuch as ſinned againſt them, and then whoop?d and hallow?d on 
the Civil Magiſtrate, to hunt them down for their Spiritual Pleafure. They 
crept at firſt byCourt Infinuations &Flattery into thePrinces favor,till thoſe 
generous Creatures ſuffered themſelves to be backed & ridden by them, who 
would take as much of a free Horſe as poſlible: But in Perſecution the Clergy 
as yet,wiſely interpoſed the Magiſtrate betwixt themſelves & the People,not 
caring ſo their end were attained, how odious they rendred him : And you 
may obſerve that for the moſt part hitherto, they ſtood crouching & ſhot ei- 
ther over the Emperors back,or under his belly.But in-proceſs of time they 
became bolder and open-fac*d,andPerſecuted before the Sun at Mid-day.Bi- 
ſhops grew worſe, but Biſhopricks every day better and better. There was 
now no Exſcbixs left to refuſe the Biſhopcick of Antiochia, whom therefore 
Conſt antine told, That he deſervd the Biſhoprick 'of the whole World for that 
Modeſty. They were not ſuch Fools as Ammonins Parares, | warrant you, 
in the time of Theodoſins. He, Socr.1. 6. c. 30. being ſeiſed upon by ſome that 
would needs make him a Biſhop , when he could not oerfrah them to the contrary, 
cut off one of his Ears, telling them that now fhould he himſelf deſire to be a 
Biſhop, he was by the Law of Prieſthood incapable : - but when they obſerved that 
thoſe things only obliged the Jewiſh Prieſthood, and that the Church of Chriſt 
aid not conſider whether a Prieſt were ſound or perfett in limb of Body, but only 
that he were intire is: his manners ; they returnd to ſeize on him again : But 
when he ſaw them coming, he ſwore with a ſolemn Oath, that if, to Conſecrate 
him a Biſhop, they laid violent hands upon him, he would ent out bis tongue alſo ; 
whereupon they fearing he would do it, defifted. What ſhould have been- the 
matter, that a man ſo Learned and Holy, ſhould have ſuch an averſion to be 
promoted in his own Order ; that, rather than yield to be a Compelled or 
Com. 
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Compelling Biſhop,he would inflict upon himſelf as ſevere a Martyrdom, as 


' ay Perſecutor could have done for him? Sure he ſaw ſomething more in the 


very Conſtitution; than ſome do at preſent. But this indeed was an Example 
too Rigid;and neither fit to have been done,nor to be imitated, as there was 
no danger. For farfrom this they followed the precedent rather of Damaſus 
and Vr/inas, which laſt, Socr.1. 4 c, 24, in Valentinian”s time, perſwaded 
certain obſcure and abjeft Biſhops (for there were it ſeems of all forts and ſizes ) 
ro create him Biſhop 112 a Corner, and then (ſo early) he and Datnaſus, who was” 
much the better Man, waged War for the Biſhoprick of Rowe, to the great 
ſcandal of the Pagan Writers, who made Remarks for this and other things 
upon theirChriſtianiry,and to the Bloodſhed and Death of a multitude of the 
Chriſtian People. But this laſt I mention'd; only as a weak and imperfect 
Eſſay in that .ime, of what it came to in the ſeveral Ages after, which I am 


now ſpeaking of, when the Biſhops were given, gave themſelves over to all 


manner of Vice, Luxury, Pride, Ignorance, Superſtition, Covetouſneſs, and 
Monopolizing of all ſecular -Imployments and Authority. Nothing could 
eſcape them-: They meddled, troubled themſelves and others, with many _ 
things, every thing, forgetting that oe, ozly needful. Inſomuch that I could 
not avoid wondring often, that among ſo many Churches that with Paganick 
Rites they dedicated to Saint Mary, 1 have met with none to Saint Martha. 
But above all, Impoſition and Cruelty became inherent to them, and the 
power of Perſecution was grown ſo good and deſirable a thing, that they 
thought theMagiſtrate ſcarce worthy to be truſted with it longer,and a meer 
Novice 2 it, and either wreſted it out of his hands, or gently eaſed him of 
that and his other burdens of Government. The ſufferings of the Laity were 
become the Royalties of the Clergy; and, being very careful Chriſtians, the 
Biſhops that not a word of our Saviour might fall to the ground, becauſe he 
had foretold how menſhould be perſecuted for his Naines ſake, they under- 
took to ſee it done effectually in their own Provinces, and out of pure zeal 
of doing him the more Service of this kind, inlarged ſtudiouſly their Dio- 

ceſſes beyond all proportion, Like Noſtrodamus his Son, that to fulfil his Fa-. 
ther*s prediCtion of a City in France, that ſhould be burned; with his own. 

hands {ec it on fire. All the Calamities of the Chriſtian world in'thoſe Ages, 
may be derived from them, while they warad themſelves at the Flame;and 
like Lords of Miſrule, kept a perpernal Chriſtmas, W hat in the Biſhops name 
is the matter ? How it came about that Chriſtianity, which approved it ſelf 
under all Perſecutions to the Heathen Emperors,and merited their favour ſo 
far, till ar laſt it regularly ſucceeded to the Monarchy, ſhould under thoſe 
of their own Profeſſion be more diſtreſſed ? Were there ſome Chriſtians then 
too, that feared ſtil] left Men ſhould be Chriſtians,- and for whom it was 
neceſſary, not for the Goſpel reaſon rhat there ſhould be Hereſies, Let us col- 
le& alittle now alſo 1n the conclugon what at firſt was not particulariz?d, how 
the reaſon of State and Meaſure of Government ſtood unger the Roman Em- 
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Eirzy. Trajane, after having perſecuted them, -and having uſed Ply the ſe- 
cond in hisProvince tothat purpoſe,upon his relation that they lived in con-. 
formity to all Law, but that which forbad their Worſhip, and in all other 
things were blameleſs, and good men, ſtraitly by his Edict commanded that 
none of them ſhould be farther enquired after. Hadrian,in his EdiCt to 34:- 
natins Fundanus, Proconſubof Aſia, commands him that, 1f any accuſe the 
Chriſtians, and can prove it,that they commit any thing againſt the State, that then 
he puniſh them according to the crime © but if any man accuſe them, meerly for ca- 
lumny and vexation, as Chriſtians, then ”faith let him ſuffer for't, and take you 
care that he feel the ſmart of it. Antoninus Pius writ his Edit very remarkable, 
if there were place to recite it, to the States of Aſia Aſſembled at Epheſus, 
wherein he takes notice of his Fathers command, that uzleſs the Chriſtsans were 
found to att any thing againſt the Roman Empire, they ſhould not be moleſted, and 
then commands, that if any man: thereafter ſhall continue to trouble them, tan- 
quam tales, as Chriſtians, for their Worſhip, in that caſe, he that is the Infor- 
mer, ſhould be expoſed to puniſhment, but the Accuſed ſhould be free and diſcharged. 
I could not but obſerve that among other things in this Edit, where he is 
ſpeaking. Ut #s deſirable to them that they may appear, being accuſed,more willing 
to die for their God than to live : He adds, It would not be amiſs to admoniſh you 
concerning the Earth-quakes which have, and do now happen , that when you ave 
affiifted at them, you would compare our affairs mith theirs, They are thereby ſo 
much the more incouraged to a confidence and reliance upon God, but you all the 
while £00n1n your ignorance,and neglett both other gods, and the Religion towards 
the immortal, and baniſh and perſecute them unto death. W hich words of that 
Emperors, fall in ſo naturally with what, it ſeems, was a common obſervation 
about Earth-quakes, that I cannot but to that purpoſe take further notice, 
how alſo Gregory Nazianzen,inOr.2.contraGentiles,tells,beſides the breakings 
in of theSea 1n ſeveral places, and many fires that happened, of the Earth- 
quakes in particular, which he reckons as Symptoms of F«l:a*s Perſecution. 
And to this I may add,Socr. 1.3, c.10,who in theReign of Yalezs,that notori- 
ous Chriſtian Perſecutor,ſaith,at the ſame time there was anEarth-quake in 
- Bithynia,which turned theCity of Nice(that ſame in which the generalCoun- 
cil was held under Conſtantine) and alittle after there was another. But al- 
though theſe ſo happened, the minds of Valens, and of Eudoxius, the Biſhop of the 
' Arrians,were ot all ftirred up unto Piety, and a right opinion of Religion, For ne- 

vertheleſs they ceaſed not, made no end of per ſecuting thoſe who in therr Creed diſ- 
ſented from + ca Thoſe Earth-quakes ſeemed to be certain indications of tumults 
inthe Church, All which put together, could not but make me reflect upon 
the late Earth-quakes, great by how much more unuſual here in England, 
thorow ſo manyCounties two years ſince,at the ſame time when theClergy, 
ſome of them, were ſo buſie in their Cabals,to promote this (I would give it 
a modeſter name than) Perſecution, which is now on foot againſt-the Diſſen- 
ters; at ſounſeaſonable a time, and upon no occaſion adminiſtred by them, 


that thoſe who comprehend the reaſons, yet cannot but wonder at ——— 
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of it. Yet-I am not-neither one of the moſt credulous nickers or appliers of 
natural events to-human tranſanctions: But, neither am I ſo ſecureas the Lear- 
ned Dr. Spencer, nor can walk along the world without having ſome eye to 
the conjunctures of God's admirable Providence. Neither was darcus Aure- 
lixs (that I may return to my matter) negligent as to the particular. Burt he, 
obſerving, as Aztonnizs had the Earth-quakes, that in an expedition againſt 
the Germans and Sarmatians, his Army being in deſpair almoſt for want of 
water,the htine (afterwards from the event called the Thunaring) Legion, 
which conſiſted of Chriſtians, kneePd down in the very heat of their thirſt and 
fight, praying-for rain ; which poſture the Enemies wondring at, immedi- 
ately there brake out ſuch a thundring and lightning, as togetner with the 
Chriſtian valour, ronted the adverſe Army, but fo much rain fl therewith, 
as refreſhed Aurehus his Forces, that were at the laſt gaſp for thirſt : He thence 
forward commanded by his Letters, That «pon pain of death none ſhould inform 
againſt the Chriſtians, as Tertullian in his Apology for the Chriſtians witneſles. 
But who would have bz:lieved that even Commodus, ſo great a Tyrant other- 
wiſe, ſhould have been ſo favourable as to make a Law, That the Informers a- 
gainſt Chriſtians ſhould be puniſhed with death ? Yet he did, and the Informer 
againſt Apollonius was by it executed. Much leſs could a man have thought 
that, that prodigy of cruelty 4axim:ne, and who exerciſcd it ſo ſeverely upon 
the Chriſtians, ſhould, as he did, being ſtruck. with God's hand, publiſh when 
it was too late Edict after Editt, in great favour of the Chriſtians. But a- 
bove all, nothing could have been leſs expected than that, after thole Heathen 
Emperors, the firſt Chriſtian Corſtantine ſhould have been ſeduced by the Bi- 
ſhops, to be afcer them, the firſt occaſion of Perſecution, ſo contrary to his 
own excellent inclination : ? Twas then that he ſpake his own mind, when he 
faid, Euſ. de vita Conſt. 69. You ought to retain within the bounds of your pri- 
vate thoughts of thoſe things, which you cunningly and ſubtly ſeck_out concerning moſt 
frivolous queſtions, And then much plainer, c. 67. where he faith ſo wiſely. 
You are not ignorant that the dur 40 all of them do agree in the profeſſion of the 
ſame. Diſcipline, but do oftentimes affer in ſome part of the Opinions that they dog- 
matize in: But yet, although they do diſſent about. the Diſcipline that each ſeveral. 
Se obſerveth, hey nevertheleſs reconcile themſelves again for the ſake of that com- 
non Profeſſion to which they have concurred, But again compulliion in Religious. 
matters ſo much every where, that it is needleſs to inſert one paſſage. And. 
he being, of this diſpoſition, - and univerſally famous for his care and coun-. 
tenance of the Chriltian Religion. Exſebius ſaith theſe words, While the Peo-- 
ple of God did glory and heighten it ſelf in the doing. of good things, and all fear. 
from without was taken away, and the Church was fornfhd as I may ſay, on all ſides 
by a peaceable and illuſtrious tranquility, then Envy lying in wait againſt our proſpe- 
rity, craftily crept in, and began fr to dance in the midſt of the company of Bi- 
5 3 ſo goes on, telling,the Hiſtory of - Alexander and Arrixs... 1 have been 
re large Lond that relation, wherein apRearel, that, contrary to, 
rlargreat Emperouts pious intention, aka Envy began to.dance a 
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Biſhops firſt, the good Conſtantine brought them the'Fiddles, But it appear'd 
likewiſe how ſoon he was weary of the Ball, and toward his latter end, as 
Princes often do upon too late expzrience, would have repreſſed all, and re- 
turned to his natural temper. Of the other Chriſtian Emperours 1 likewiſe 
diſcourſed, omitting, that I might inſert it in this place, how the great Hea- 
then Philoſopher Themiſtixs, in his Conſolar Oration, celebrated Jov:arus for 
having given that toleration in Chriſtien Religion, and thereby defeated the 
flattering Biſhops, which ſort of men, ſaith he wittuly, 4 not worſhip God, 
but the Imperial Purple, MS Shes - 

It was the ſame Themftius, that only out of an upright natural apprehenſion 
of things, made that excelent Oration afterward to Valens, which is in Print, 
exhorting him to ceaſe Perſecution 3 wherein he chances upon, and improves 
the ſame notion with Conſftantines, and tells him, That he ſhould not wonder at 
che Diſſents in Cſtriſtian Religion, which were very ſmall if compared with the mul- 
ritude and crowd of Opinions among the Gentile Philoſophers, for there were at leaſt 
three hundred differences, and a wery preat diſſention among them there was about 
their re ſolutions, unto whicheach ſeveral Sett was as it were, neceſſarily bound up 
and obliged © And that God ſeemed to intend move to illuſtrate -his own glory by that 
diverſe and unequal variety of Opinions, to the end every each.one might therefore fd 
much the more reverence his Divine Majeſty , becaniſe it 15 10t poſſible for any one ac= 
curately to know him. And this had a good effect upon Yaters, for the mitiga- 
ting in ſome meaſure his ſeverities againft his fellow Chriſtians. So that af- - 
ter having caſt about in this Summery again,(whereby it plainly appears, that 
according to natural right, and the apprehenſion of all ſober Heathen Goyer- 
nours, Chriſtianity as a Religion, was wholly exempr from. the Magiſtrates, 
juriſdtftion or Laws, farther than any particular perſon among them immo- 
rally tranſgreſſed, as others, the common rules of hutnan ſociety )I cannot 
but return to the Queſtion with which 1 begun. What was the matter ? How 
came it abaut that Chriſtianity, which approved it ſelfunder all Perſecutions 
to the Heathen Emperours, and merited their fayour ſo far, till at laſt it.re- 
gularly ſucceeded to theMonarchy,ſhould'underthoſe of their own profellion, 
be more diſtreſſed ? But the Anſwer is now much ſhorter and certainer,and I 
will adventure boldly to ſay, the true and fingle cauſe then was the Biſhops. 
And they were'the cauſe againſt reaſon. For what power had the Emperours 
by growing Chriſtians, more than thoſe had before them'? None. What ob- 
ligation were Chriſtians Subject under to'the Magiſtrate'more than before ?. 
None. But the Magiſtrates'Chriftian Authority was what the . Apoſtlede- 
ſcribd it-while Heathen; zot-ro be a rerroy to good works, but to evil. at new 
Power had the Biſhops acquired, whereby they turned every Pontificate into a 
Caiaphat ? None neither, 2 Cor. ro. 8. Had they been Apoſtles. -. The Lord 
bad but given them Authority for edification, not for deſtrudtzop. They, of all 0- 
ther, ought to have Preached tothe Magiſtrate the'terrible denpnciations in 
Scripture agaigft Wome upon, and 'perfecuting. of Chriſtians, SL oLal | 
others, ought to/have.laid before them the horrible Examples of God's ordi- 
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nary Juſtice againſt thoſe that exerciſed Perſecution. But, provid:d they 
could be the Swearers':of the Prince, to do all due. Allegiance to the Church, 
and to preſeryethe Rightsand Liberties of the Church, however they came 
by them, they would give them as much. ſcope as he pleaſed, in matter of 
Chriſtianity,and would be the firſt to ſolicite him to break the Laws of Chriſt, 
and ply.him with hot places of Scripture,in order to all manner of Oppreſlion 
and Perſecution in Civils and Spiricuals. So that the whole buſineſs how this 
unchriſtian Tyranny -came,and could entitle it ſelf among Chriſtians,againſt 
the Chriſtian priviledges, was only the caſe in; Zech. 13. 6. 7, And one ſhall 
ſay unto him, What are theſe wounds in thy hands ?* Then he ſhall anſwer, thoſe 
with which I was. wounded in the houſe of my Friends. Becauſe they were all 
Chriſtians, they thought forfooth they might make the bolder with them, 
make bolder with Chriſt, and. wound him again in the hands and feet of his 
members. Becauſe they were Eriends, -they might uſe them more coarlly, 
. and abuſe them againſt all common civility, -in their. own houſe, which is 2 
Protection to-Strangers. And all this tothe end that a Biſhop might fit wich 
the Prince in 7#to, to conſult wiſely how to preſerve him from thoſe people 
that never meant himany harm, and to ſecure him from the Sedition and Re- 
bellion of men. that ſeek, nor think any thing more, but to follow their own 
Religious Chriſtian Worſhip. It was indeed as ridiculoys a thing tothe Pa- 
gans to ſee that work; as it was afterwards in Ezgland to Strangers, where 
Papiſts and Proteſtants went both to wrack at the ſame inſtant, in the ſame 
Market; and when Eraſmus ſaid wittily, Quid agitur in Anglia? (Conſulitur, 
he-might haveadded, thoigh not ſo elegantly, Comburitur) de Religione, Be- 
cauſe they knew that Chriſtian Worſhip was free by Chriſts Inſtitution, they 
procured the Magiſtrate-to make Laws in it concerning things neceſlary : As 
the Heathen Perſecutor Fulsan introduced fome bordering Pagan Ceremonies, 
and arguing with' themſelves in the ſame manner, as he did, Sox. 1. 5. c. 16. 
That #f Chriftians ſhould obey thoſe Laws, they ſhould be able to bring them about 
* #0 ſomething further, which they had deſigned, But if they would not, then they 
might proceed againſt them without any; hope of pardon, as breakers of the Laws of 
the Empire, and repreſent them as turbulent and dangerous to the Government, In- 
deed, whatſoever the Animadverter faith of the ACt of SeditiousConventicles 
here in Erg/azd, as if it were AnvilPd after another of the Romar Senate; the 
Chriſtians of thoſe Ages had all the fineſt tools of Perſecution out of Fultar's 
Shop, and ſtndied him then as curiouſly as ſome do now Adachiavel. Theſe 
Biſhops it_was, who, becauſe:the Rule of Chriſt was incomparable with the 
Power thatithey aſſumed, and the V ices they practiſed, had no way to render 
themſelves neceſſary or tolerable to Princes, but by-making true Piety dith- 
cult, by InnovatingLaws to revenge themſelves upon it,and by turning Make- 
bates between Prince and People, inſtilling dangers of which themſelves were 
the Authors: Hence it. is, "that havingawakened this Jealouſie once in the 
Magiſtrate,againſtReligion,they made bath the Secular and the Eccleſialtical 
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jects as their Enemtes, and to imagine a reaſon of State different from the In- 
rereſt of their People ; and therefore to weaken themſelves by ſeeking unne- 
celſary and grievons ſupports to their- Authority. Whereas if men could have 
refrain*d this cunning, and from thence forcible governing of Chriſtianity, 
leaving it to its own ſimplicity and due liberty, bur cauſing them in all other 
things to keep the Kings and Chriſts peace among themſelves, and towards 
others, all the ill thar could have come of it, would have been, that ſuch kind 
of Biſhops ſhould have prov*d leſs implemental ; but the good that muſt have 
thence riſen to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate and the Church, then and ever after, 
would have been inexpreflible, | | 
But this diſcourſe having run ina manner wholly upon the Impoſition of 

Creeds, may ſeem not to concern (and1 deſire that it may not refle&t. upon) 
our Clergy,nor the Controverſies which have ſo unhappily vex?d'our Church 
ever lince the reign of Edward the Sixth unto this day. Only, if there might. 
be ſomething pick'd out of it towards the Compromiſing' of thoſe differences: . 
(which I have not from any performance of mine, the'vanity to-imagine) it 
may have uſe as an Argument, a Majors ad Minus, their diſputes having riſen 
only from that of Creeds,ours from the Impoſition only of Ceremonies,which 
are of much inferiorconſideration. Faith being neceſſary, | but Ceremonies 
Diſpenſable. Unleſs our Church ſhould lay the fame weight-npon them; as 
one did. This is the time of her ſettlement, that there-is a Chirch at theend of eqs, 
ry Mile, that the Soveraign Powers ſpread their wings't6- evver and protetÞ her, 
that Kings and Queens are her Nurſing Fathers and Nut fing* Mothers, that ſhe 
bath ſtately Cathedrals; there be ſo many arguments now to/make-Ceremonies 
Neceſſary, which may all be anſwered with one Queſtion that they uſe to ask 
Children : Where are you proud? But I ſhould rather hope from the Wiſdom 
and Chriftianity of the preſent guides of our Church, that they will (afteran 
age and more, after fo long atime almoſt as thoſe Primitive Biſhops'l have 
ſpoke of, yet ſuffered the Novgtiar Biſhops in every Dioceſs) have mercy-ofi 
theNation that hath been upon ſoſlender a matter as the Ceremonies and Li- 
rargy ſo long, fo miſerably haraſs'd;” That they will have mercy. upan the 
King, whom they know againſt his natural inclination, bis'Royal Inrention; 
his manyDeclarations, they have induced to more Severities then al} thereigns 
fince the Conqueſt will contain, if ſumm'd up together ; | who 'may, as Cor- 
ftantine among his Private Devotions put up one Collect to the Biſhops,  Exfeb: 
de vita Conft, 7.70. Date igitur mibi Dies tranquillos © Notes cararumexpertes. 
And it runs thus almoſt altogether verbatim in that Hiſtorian, Grant, moſt 
merciful Biſhop and Prieſt that 1 may have calm days, and nightsfree from care 
and moleſt ation, that I may live a peaceable life in all Godlineſs and Holineſs for the 
future by your good agreement ; which unleſs you vouchſafe me,' I ſhall waſt away 
my Reign in perpetual ſadneſs and vexation. For as long as the People of God 
ſtands divided by ſo unjuſt and pernicious a Contention, how can'it b: that I can have _ 
any eaſe in my own Spirit. Open therefore fone ny Wer the way to me, 
that I may continue my Expedition towards the Eaſt z and grant that'Þ may ſeeboth 
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you and all the reſt of my People, having 1ajd aſide your animoſities, rejoycing toges 
ther, - that we may all with one voice give laud and glory, for the common and good 
agreement and liberty, to God Almighty for ever, Amen. But if neither the Peo- 
ple nor his Majeſty-enter into their conſideration. I hope it is no unreaſona- 
ble requeſt that they will be merciful unto themſelves, and have ſome reve- 
rence at leaſt for the Naked Truth of Hiſtory, which either in their own times 
will meet with them, or inthe next Age overtake them : That they, who are 
ſome of them ſo old, that as Confeſſors, they were the Scars of the former 
troubles, others of them ſo young, that they are free from all the Motives of 
Revenge and hatred, ſhould yet joyn in reviving the former perſecutions upon 
the ſame pretences; yea,even themſelves in a turbulent, military,and wyncano- 
nical manner execute Laws of their own procuring, and depute their inferior 
Clergy to be the Informers.I ſhould rather hope to ſee not only that Contro- 
verſie ſo ſcandalous aboliſhed, but that alſo upon ſo good an: occaſion as the 
Author of the Naked Trath hath adminiſtred them, they will inſpect their 
Clergy,-and cauſe many things to be corrected, which are far more ruinous 
in the Conſequence than the diſpenſing with a Surplice. I ſhall mention ſome 
too confuſedly, as'they occur to my Pen,at preſent, reſerving much more for 
berter leiſure. Methinksit-might be of great edification,that thoſe of them, 
who have ample poſtfſions,ſhould be in a good ſenſe,, 2ultas inter opes inopes. 
That they.wobld inſpect the Canons of the ancient Councils, where are many 
excellent orfes for the regulation of the'Clergy. 1 ſaw one, looking but amon 
thoſe of the ſame Council of N:ce; againſt any Biſhops removing from aleſs 
Biſhoprick to a greater;nor that any of the InferiorClergy ſhould leave aleſs 
living for-a fatter. That is methinks the moſtNatural uſe of General,or any 
Councils to'make Whons; as-it-were By-laws: for the-ordering. of their own 
Society;but they ought not to take out, much leſs forge any Patent to inyade 
- and prejudice the Community. It were good that the greater Church-men 
relyed more upon themſelves, and their own direQion, not building too 
much upon Stripling Chaplains, that men may not ſuppoſe the Maſter (as one ' 
that has a good Horſe, or a fleet Hound) attributes to himſelf the vertues of 
bis Creature... That they inſpeft the Morals of the Clergy; the Moral Here- 
ticks do the Church more harm than all the Non-conformiſts can do, or can 
wiſh it. That before they admit men to ſubſerib the Thirty-nine Articles 
for a Benefice,they try whether they know the meaning. That they would 
much recommend to them the reading of the Bible. ?Tis a very good Book, 
and- if a man read it carefully, will make him much wiſer. That they would 
adviſe them to keep the Sabþath; If erpwere no Morality in the day, yet 
chere is a great deal of Prudencein the obſerying it. That they would initrutt 
thoſe that come for HolyOrders andLivings.,thart it is a terribleVocation they 
:nter upon;but that has indeed the greateſt reward. That to gain a Soul is 
»eyondall the acquiſts of Traffick,and to Convert an Atheiſt, more glorions 
than all the Conqueſts of the Souldier. That betaking themſelves to this 
Spiritual Warfare,they ought to dilintangle from the World. That they do 
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not ride for a.Benefice, as if it were for a Fortune, or a Miſtreſs; but there 
is more in it. That they take the Miniſtryup notas.a Trade.' That they make 
them underſtand as well as they can,what isthe grace,of God: .\That they do 
not come into the Pulpit too full of Fuſtian or -Logick; 'a;good. life is a 
Clergy-mans belt Syllogiſm, and the guainteſt  Oratory;. and till they out- 
live *m, they will never get the better of the Fanaticks, nor be able to Preach 
with Demonſtration of Spirit, or with any effect or Authority. That they 
be lowly minded, and no Rallers. -; | \ 

But theſe things require a greater Time, and to enumerate all that. is a- 
miſs, might perhaps be as endleſs as to number the People; nor are they 
within the ordinary ſphere of my Capacity. | 

But to the Judicious and Serious Reader, to whom I wiſhany thing I have 
ſaid, may have given no unwelcome cnterfainment ; I ſhall only ſo far juſtifie 
* my {elf, that I thought it no leſs concerned me to vindicate the Laity from the 
Impoſitions that the Few would force upon them, than others to defend thoſe 
Impoſitions on behalf of the Clergy. But-the Reyerend Mr. Hooker in his 

Eccleſiaſtical Polity, ſays, T he time will come when three words, uttered with Chas 
rity and Meekneſs, ſhall receive a far more bleſſed reward, than three thouſand Va- 
lumes written with diſdainful ſharpneſs of Wit. And I ſhall conclude. 

I truſt in the Almighty, that with us, Contentions are now at the higheſt float, and 
that the day will come ( for what cauſe ts there of Deſpair)-when the Paſſions of for- 


mer enmity being allaid, me ſhall with ten times redoubled tokens of unfainedly re- 
conciled Love, ſhew themſelves each to other the ſarre which Joſeph, and the Bre- 
thren of Joſeph were at the time of their Enterview in Egypt. And upon this con- 
dition, let my Book alſo (yea, my ſelf if it were needful) be burns by the band 

._ - thoſe Enemies tothe Peace and Tranquility of the Religion of gland. 5: 
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